Tha Emir H H Shedkh Hamod bin Kialifa A1 Thanl with Firsd Deputy Pressber and Foreign kisister H E Shelkh Homod
bin Jossem bin Jobor &1 Thand, Princa Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, and Arab redary-Genaral
Miowssa (rightl), of fhe cpening of the Sh Dobg Forem on Fres Trede end Demadrocy of Holsl Rite-Carlion yesterday,

DOHA: The Emir H H Sheikl
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani haz
etressed that the prodpects of
democtacy in e reglon weee
brighter todday than ey wipe
T | T

Cne ¢nn see the chanpes loome-
ing in the horizon amd there iz a
need to help maintain and promote
them to ensure that the aspirations
af the people of the negion b have
thedr matoral right 1o populis pur-
Iicipation are fullifled,

The: Emsir was addsvsateg the 5th
Dt Forum: on Freg Trade s
Democracy after opening the coveted
re-day conference o Hotel Ri
Carlron here yestenday:

First Deputy Premier and Fors
eign Minkter H E Skeikh Hamad
bin Jassem Bin Jabor Al Thami,
Prince Hassan bis Talal of Jocdan,
Arab Leagee Secremry Ceeneral
Amr Moussa, & representative of
the French  President  Jacques
Chirse, were among those present.

The [Grum i being arended by a
tsost of key Congressmen (rem the
IS and mpelleciiaals &nd cxXpees
from ghe U5 and cther counaries

The Emir sald thar when the
first forum of free trade and democ-
racy was held here five years ago,
the ialk of freedom of made o
democracy in the Middle East was
ot Ehe same & it was iy

“Yiesberday, lew volosd wiene et -
ting of the birh ol a demecratic
£Td im the region, Todny, however,
ibere are people who ane hopeful
1t the coungdown for the erm has
actually begun after new suppost-
ers joined the march for reforms,”
he noded

O can see the changes loom-
ing 0 thée horizos. “Thil feed
thiskers and expems, many of
wham | sée hipe Codey AmoBEs
us, 10 pEruse rhem and Prapass
BOGQRINNE MERRS 1O MaEingnin and
peemote them oo falfil the aspim
tiang of the people of the region o

have tseir natural Fights B pogn-
lar pamicipaiion,” he noted,

A wear agoe, during che feuarth
fomum oo Free irade and demoora
oy, I indicated that the lngging
behind of democracy im our region
and the prevalence of anger and
frastraticn were nof bomm from che
womb of the Palestdnian cause,
which was aften used & & screen
D hiaridd whidets all thiose svhio 1ehed Lo
fvlde demectalis  equinemens
wene hiding,” he said.

Teday, the people of Palesiine,
by resonting 1o democratic meth:
ods and procesding  with the
peaceful settlement, at the same
time have proved that the quess fos
reforsn and pesce in the region can
o EEnd & hamsd without clash oF
conerndiction, akl chi Emir

Talkimg of neforms in Qacar, he
saidl thar were some challenges
abead and streszed that a legal
framework compatible with the
soCio-E00NGMES  progress  was

Ideal of democracy taking root in the region, says Emir

meedied, Devissons from of viols-
tions of the lnw were not some-
thing ahut should be ioderated m
any cost, ke emphasised.

Earlier. the First Deputy Premder
and Foreign Minister, in his address,
wiiile welcoming digritaries and
gy, i the Doha Posam an Free
Trade and Demecrasy Bl curmed
into & near-instimigon. From ohe
VEry Deginning, it 1§ based om the
principles of ineellecnaal freedom
and social justice, wiich were key o
improvineg, the quality of buman life,

& said.

The forum has been exiremely
sucorisful dn  addressing  variows
{Egued of pegsonal dnd iBlemationsl
relevaso: and, moee fmportamly, s
inicintingg & dialogie prosess on
these iosucs, This would bhelp in
idencifying che impediments w0 thar
they could e removed, be added.
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