Emir urges ‘serious will
for reform’ in the reglon

FIFTH FORUM ON
DEMOCRACY OPENS

By Arvind Mair

THE countdown to the
hirth of a democratic era
has already begun but it
needs  thinkers  and
experts to continue and
promote the process, HH
the Emir Sheikh Hamad
bin Khalifa al-Thani said
yesterday,

HH ile Emir wos address-
ingt the fifth Doha Forum on
Democracy and Free Trsde at
Rite-Carlion,

The opening . ceremony wos
also atended by HE the First
Deputy Prime  Minister and
Foreign  Mipister, speaker of
the Advisory Council. Arab
1.1.'.14.".".' Secrelary-Cencral Ams
Moussa, sheikhe, ministers,
formeer crown prince of Jondan
Prince Talal, ambessadors and
senjor ste officials,

HH the Emir recalled tha a
wear apo be had indicated tha
the shivw pace of democratisa-
Lion was oL e 1o the frusira-
Hom om  sccount  of  the
Falestinlan problem, MNow, the
Polestimians - themmelves  are
fesorting 1o democriic meth-
oults

It proved that “the quest for

reform amd pezce i the FERion
can go suhe by sile withow
contradiction or clash®™, HH the
Exmir sasd

The move wowards demaocra-
cy and free economy coold
never be achieved unless itds
matched by o “serious will for
refiorm thnt isaware of s
mporiance and s nol content
with introducing  partial
mmendments o averl  criti
cism

“Such process should meet
the requirements ol - political
und progress by
accepting  differeni n|'||||.|..-.".
apd adopt a  constitutional
framework thit reflects the
rMpI.rLu will and Tecognise the
right o participation thrugh
suitable  regulatory  frame-
work™

Whike transitson o détbeson
v ang the market -\.'\'l||II:|||'|!|'1I.:\
gabned some moseniE in the
region, it has nod achieved the
desired pace bicatse the palin
ical progress wd econamic lib-
erition @t hindered by prob-
lems.

Puring the past vears, Qatar
faced some of these challenges
and was comfronted with prob-
lems, The country tried to over-
come these probicms “so that
the neform experience in our

COON{MTIEC

HH the Emlr Sheikh Hamad bin Khalila al-Th

i with HE the First De

Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor al-Thani, Prince Talal and Amr Moussa

couniry could reach s desined
ol

While the econemic march is
conimasng, the country’s legal
wslemn is warchlul against any
ressions (hal are in con

flict with the coumtry's frudi-

tiona; or tdher Viedntions,
"It ks not: permissable ot any
times, nar nf the

eoonomy s hemd

intermationally, 1o fen - biisd
eve I any deviutions or viila-
thons resulfing from ipnorance
or commtted unintantiooally or
on any other pretext™

HH the Emir noted ihu

ithe

puty Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

PIGTURE: J Hamid

coainiry. wis trving 1o bulld an
mlegried culiure for chonge
by mmproving the  educutional
natitations and - finalising the
basic legisintion
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