FOURTH SESSION

Chairman of session:

With your permission we begin the session as we will have time for questions and answers if we do not then there are few people who would have some time for this in the next few minutes, please be patient with them and we just keep going with the fourth session here.

So excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the fourth session at the Fifth Doha Forum on Democracy and Free Trade. 

Our topics and debates on this session are "the Role of civil society organizations in the creation of a democratic atmosphere and raising the awareness of public opinion and the Relation of civil society organizations with the democratic and political institutions in the exercise of the international relations. 

Now, this is a complex subject that we could debate on but we can try at least for the next hour, ninety minutes to get some focus on the main issues to achieve this distinguished panel that you have with me and we will stop for just a few minutes each to give you their perspectives and it is up to some participants to raise some questions and answers. When we get to the second part, please put your hands up clearly  so we can get your questions in. I will try to get to you in the order which the hands go up and I identify that raise your hands quickly and I do believe that time will run away quickly. 

We just could sat here with a bunch of consultants to go on and on about the topics but I remember that a consultant is a person who opposes your watch and then tells you the time. You are eager and  desperate to get the story at any cost.  

I remember hearing a story with a car involved in an accident in the street and a large crowd gathered and a news paper reporter was anxious to get the story but he could not get near the car. So thinking of himself as rather a clever guy, he started shouting very loudly "let me through, let me through. I am son of the victim. So the crowd started to depart saying "let him pass, he is the son of the victim. The crowd waited for him and by the time he reached the car he found a donkey knocked down.   

So I will give you a couple of lines of introduction to each person as we get to them but let me tell you who they are: we have, starting from my left, the honorable Congressman, William Jefferson, who has come from Louisiana in the USA , next to him, Dr Hussein Shaaban, a researcher and an expert in the international law. Mrs. Danielle Mitterrand  president of the foundation of France Liberty Institute, from Paris. We have Senator Mircea Geoana, from the Senate in Romania, who may join us sometime in the sessions, Dr. Ahmed Al-Ameen, a lecturer from Lebanon. At the end there is the honorable Congressman, Edward Whitefield, .representing the state of Kentucky. 

First is Congressman, William Jefferson who is the first African American to be elected to the Congress of Louisiana. 

His expertise is law particularly laws of taxation which he studied initially but he deals with public policy focused organizations. Thank you sir. 

*************************************************** 

Congressman: 

Good morning. I am honored to be with you and with such distinguished guests  to share thoughts on the role of civil society and raising the awareness of public opinion on democracy and how these organizations relate to democratic political institutions on the international relations. 

Across the globe, there are many civic non governmental organizations which come together and whose actions demand people's attentions and they get people to think often about the big picture, the global picture. 

These organizations are made of people who volunteer to express ideas to change. 

There is nothing more powerful than an idea whose time has come. The joining of this community's ideas often end in making a difference in the world. 

In recent times in US for example, in the fifties and sixties, organizations like the human rights societies headed by some notable personalities had been affective in this regard of civil rights, no violence, just a common ideology ,but they changed the face of America. They had global impact. The world was watching. Consider how impressive and even suitable are work conditions of labor union.  Workers do express themselves with their managers. They were focusing on working safely and how to take care of extra hours and other abusive work practices. 

They also focused to better wages, job security and benefit. In America, the labor unions changed .the life of the Americans. Workers and trade unions have changed the directions of the nations. They had global impact, the world was watching. Often the nature of these organizations has its influence and significance in policy discussions. 

In the US for example, organizations like the American medical association and other national associations work for helping policy makers and having laws for clean air and water policy, but they have no collective expertise. 

The opinions of these  groups are  often highly respected and appreciated  by decision makers. 

Such organizations do extensive research regardless of what the government is doing. But they also do editorial, in other words they may be selective about the fact they provide. after a while it is not hard to figure out which way somebody or group is leading. 

Groups expressing religious ideologies are having more and more influence in politics. The Christian coalition focus on the family. The family research council expresses rather rigid ideas, either you agree with them or you are wrong. That is, however, why the exact policy has rendered them definitely  affective in two party  relations. 

Some critics said these organizations have given President Bush a second term in the White House. These groups are more willing and eager than perhaps any other group to achieve their goals. Religious groups have also made their mark on the international map. They are making their mark here too in this region for good or for ill. Religious groups are influencing the formation of governments and also influencing the country views.  

In addition to the organizations affecting the groups' ideas and the nature of the groups' ideas  these organizations greatly have their influence on policies. As an extreme example, is our country. If our country should not fulfill its obligations this will  cause global economic depression of unimaginable proportion, the  club for growth of US organizations would never change in fundamental opposition to raising taxes.   

Accordingly, there is no possibility of raising discussion with them if this is not fundamental 

As you might imagine, few democrats talk to them or care with what they think ,more than a few of our candidate. 

 The same thing can be said about such  human rights campaign or the fact that they are sometimes too uncompromised in their ideas and views, therefore their influence is not so big  among decision makers who may disagree with their inflexibility. 

There are also organizations  that come together for public service and they end up influencing policy makers in the world.  Doctors without borders made of those who believe that all people has the right to medical treatment with no regard to race, religion or economic circumstances. 

Care organization in more than seventy countries trying to find lasting solutions to poverty are outstanding examples of this category.   

Moreover, free trade as a mechanism to bring ideas, social integration, economic progress to all corners of the world to private organizations like chambers of commerce and trade associations that share  these notions are useful in democracy. 

Here, the world is truly watching like never before. 

Free trade and globalization are driven by the desire to improve the conditions of  people so that they can really improve human rights,  for better working conditions, for the emergence and growth of reform and liberalization movement and for the recognition that transparency in government and industry is critical to economic progress. 

As a general matter then, civil society organizations can be very valuable assets to the success of this course and to public policy formation internationally and locally to the conversion and solidification of ideas into actions. Many of them extend tremendous work and expertise valuable to decision makers. The leaders of these organizations work  at international level and they  have for years fighting battles for human progress at the local level and globally. 

They possess a unique understanding in many fields and realize what fits into that culture and what does not. They have a feeling for everything from how to change the  image of a nation to how to conclude peace between all the enemies. 

Thus any discussion on democracy and freedom necessarily must involve the freedom to discuss ideas in a market place for ideas. The capacity of people ordinarily or professionally to come together is very important. 

This is fundamental to democratic institutions and human rights to public organizations.

Never have such organizations the movement so connected to the world as now. They are having global impact and the world in watching like never before. They work to achieve democracy and the rule of law , free association is taking place in Qatar. Even as we met here, we are in a market place of ideas unless the creativity and   ……….of people. 

Democratic civil societies can and will make mistakes. Civil societies are not infallible as humans who make them up but they represent what people think, how people feel and how people act or want to act and any proper government therefore must take this into account.   

I thank you. 

Chairman of session: I will do the rest of introduction here so we can save a lot of time . thank you Congressman, William Jefferson. 

Dr. Hussein Shaaban I ask you to come next. Born in Iraq, Dr. Hussein Shaaban, specialized in international law and human rights working mostly for the united kingdom now . he is engaged to many international organizations and has for many years been a chairman of the Arab organization for human rights in London plus his political efforts. Dr. Hussein will talk about civil society organizations. Please. 

Dr. Hussein Shaaban, Researcher & Expert in International Law.

When I was invited to participate in this forum and was asked to deliver a speech, I chose the subject of democracy and good governance as I think it is the humanitarian aim that we all strive for. However, doing this requires different ways and there is a special paper that could be printed and published in a book that is being prepared to gather the works of this forum as usual. Then we will talk about the role of the civil society. 

First I would like to pay attributes to the atmospheres of dialogue and openness especially when the dialogue on the national or international levels became inevitable. It is not a good option but a necessity to find the commons among humans. This role can be played by the cultural and intellectual elites whether Arabs, Europeans or Westerners in general. 

  Arab societies, like European and Western societies, are in need of education, work, justice, development, peace, freedom of expression, the right to organize and participate, democracy and respect of human rights. 

Reform today is an option and a necessity at the same time. It is not confined to a certain society, people, nation or region. Nay, it is a human and historical merit on the local, national and international levels especially when the world has become a small village due to the information and communication revolution and  globalization.

I have some comments regarding the civil societies and I will talk about democracy and reform. Is there a prepared recipe or one way to democracy? I will refer to the resolution of the UN General Assembly about enhancing and developing democracy issued in December 4th ,2000. All countries agreed to that resolution including the Arab countries. This resolution assures that there is no one established model for democracy and all democracies share mutual characteristics. 

 The diverse and rich nature of all human societies must be recognized especially social, cultural and religious characteristics. The resolution also assures good governance, peace, prosperity and democracy. It also emphasizes the critical role that the civil society can shoulder. The resolution also discussed the forms of government and the civil society and whether there is agreement or disagreement, harmony or doubt, perfection or wrath between them. How the civil society could shift from opposing to supporting power. 
The resolution also tackled the civil society organizations and the problems and difficulties they suffer from. It also dealt, a little bit, with the attitude of the Arab countries. 

I will conclude with a general framework about the democratic change between the outside pressure and the inside challenge and I want to assure the importance of the UN resolution issued in 4th December 2004 which can be considered as a general reference for democracy at the international level especially when all countries including the Arab countries have agreed to it. 

This resolution preceded the reform plans and democracy projects which were announced later whether they are the American project for the greater Middle East, the French Project, the German project or other international projects. 
The General Assembly Resolution is characterized by its deepness, clarity and balance especially when it talked about the rich nature of democracy at the international level stemming from the social, religious and cultural customs and traditions.
 I also highlighted that the resolution tackled the decisive role the civil society can undertake. We could not establish a democratic system without an active and vital civil society especially when the civil society enlightens the public opinion, spreads democratic culture, defends the rights and interests of a large group of people, not to mention the freedom problem which forms an essential fulcrum. In addition to that, the civil society can act as a surveillance factor and observatory of the violations that the ruling authorities commit as this matter could not be neglected or denied in democratic systems. 

Governments at first suspected the role of the civil society; some of them considered it as an extension of the political opposition and others considered it as a suspicious invention created by the West or an extension of the Western effect. 
This viewpoint, in fact, began to change relatively on the part of some governments and powers especially when the civil society organizations show that they stick to their aims and they are not part of the political opposition or an extension or direction of foreign governments. They can assume a vital and prospective role especially if they can change from opposing force to supporting, rejecting and surveillance one.  
If we talked about the civil society organizations and their role in mobilizing and enlightening public opinion and creating a democratic atmosphere, we may indicate that the civil society organizations in the Arab World are still inexperienced and novice. It is right that there are some old organizations that are developable like endowments (waqfs), some religious institutions, family and social security and others but these organizations and their effects are limited though some of them were established decades ago. 
The second point to be mentioned in this regard is that the Arab countries generally suffer from serious deficit with regard to the laws concerning legalization of the civil society organizations to work legally and lawfully. Some countries, as I mentioned earlier, consider them as extension of political opposition as long as they gather against some situations. Those countries refer to some situations of political syndicate, unions, human rights societies and others. 
The third point is that the Arab societies suffer from grave deficiency concerning civil, legal and democratic cultures in general. This influences the performance of some civil society organizations which in turn suffer from fragile structure and sometimes they are affected by senility, flaccidity and sticking to positions which affect most governments. 
Fourth point is that the civil society organizations could not achieve their goals by violence as they are civil peaceful organizations that do not have militia. So the civil societies must reject violence completely.   
 Civil societies are public organizations that do not believe in secret and hidden work. They do not resort to it and they work according to the prevailing and legal laws and rules though they attempt to change them in most times by enlarging the circle of freedom.
The sixth point is that the civil societies are different from the political authorities and powers as they do not want to reach power and authority as this is not one of their aims and goals. They solely want to spread and widen democracy, good governance, participation circle, questioning, transparency, the rule of law, equality, separating authorities, judiciary independence and succession and alternation through periodical elections. They do not want to gain authority substituting the governing authorities or as part of political opposition.

The seventh point is that the Arab civil societies which are still weak are in need of strengthening their relations with European and Western civil societies benefiting from the globalization practice and what it produces especially the demonstrations that broke out in 15th February in many European countries, capitals and towns which embodied tenth millions of people protesting against the war in Iraq. What I want to say is that the Arab countries took important, though preliminary, strides towards the Arab civil societies regarding theoretical framework:

First: the Arab League formed a commission named civil societies commission and the Arab civil society commissioner is Taher Al-Masry, the ex-prime minister of Jordan. 
Secondly: some Arab countries founded special ministries for civil society and human rights or national councils to observe the activities and the role of the authorities in power. What attracts attention here is that some Arab countries participated in Barcelona Forum and in some other forums about the civil society and its roles where some Arab societies are invited to attend the sessions of the forums. 
It is possible for some Arab institutions and organizations authorized by the civil society to attend the sessions of the forums and be part of the institutional work through presenting suggestions, opinions and views that may all Arab countries benefit from. Since the conference of Tunisia, some of these features started in a framework of another summit parallel to the official summit.
The fourth point: the summit of Tunisia in 2004 enriched the Arab activities for human rights which is considered a step forward towards modernizing it. You know that the Arab covenant for human rights began to be tackled in 1971. It rose and fell till it was confirmed in 1994. Although it contained some defects and faults, the Arab countries did not legalize it. Lately a committee of experts was formed to prepare a new declaration that conforms with some of the international criteria for human rights which may lead us to consider it a step forward in this direction.
The fifth point: The Arab countries agreed to the international reference concerning enhancement and development of democracy issued by the UN General Assembly resolution in 2000 and then in 2001.
The sixth point
Some Arab Constitutions are based on general principles that are suitable for the modern country especially what concerns the civil society and human rights. Unfortunately, most of these principles remained inoperative especially what concerns peaceful circulation of authority, transparency, questioning, participation in running public affairs, how higher positions should be held, elections, freedom of expression, what concerns women, national or religious minorities. There has always been a great defect in Arab countries regarding what concerns minorities and women. 

I conclude by saying that the democratic change, shifts and the recognition of the civil society role are issues that could not be delayed under any circumstances. Talking about refusing the change and reform from outside and accepting it from inside is meant only to defend autocratic systems that made their people suffer from limitless bitterness, deprivation and torture. 
As Professor Fouad Agamy said "the fall of autocracy is at the doors" but the spring of democracy and freedom has not come yet. 
 We could not replace the prison of "the palace of the end" and the general security lockups in Baghdad with Abu Gharib prisons and killing of civilians and innocent people in many parts of Iraq. Besides, the terrorism meant to be eradicated spread in many countries including the countries that the USA occupied, I mean Iraq. 

The ninth aim that deals with man is the criterion. I do not care if a system of government changed or another system fell and another rose. The criterion before everything is human. A hundred thousand killed or injured  in Iraq in the last two years. Human according to the Greek philosopher, Protagoras, is the higher values. So I agree with Professor Agamy that the fall of autocracy is at the doors but I incline to the opinion of the Italian thinker, Branchy, who said "the old is dying but the new is not born yet." The winds of change, which overspread eastern Europe in 1987, were delayed at the Mediterranean Sea because of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Non recognition of the Palestinians rights delayed democracy or the Arab systems of governments leaned on to delay democracy, development and reform for more than fifty years. Again autocracy must be challenged.

Thank you..

Chairman of session:  Thank you Dr. Hussein Shaaban. Now Mrs. Danielle Mitterrand to add some perspectives. Of course she will focus very much on  the role of civil society organizations. Mrs. Mitterrand is a widow of the former French President François 

Mitterrand. 

Mrs. Mitterrand: Thank Mr. Chairman. I would like to express my thanks to the State of Qatar for this forum and for the organizers for their excellent arrangements and job.

****************************************************** 

Dr. Ahmed Al-Ameen, University Professor, Lebanon.
Good evening. I thank Qatar and the organizers of this forum who offered me a great chance to meet, dialogue and talk. The title I chose for my interposition is divided into two parts

The first part is the Arab culture for democracy.

The second part is building Arab civil society institutions.

Rich open thinking identifies its concepts and discusses them in the light of development as there is no renewed thinking without new concepts that criticize the old. It is difficult, in the history of thinking, to eradicate and uproot concepts as continuous shift and development, not eradication, are the historical and action laws of existence. 
If it is true that at the beginning of every stage of ideas rotation, some concepts and terms spread and used as approaches and keys ready to affect the period we are in. We observe, since the beginning of the last decade of the last century, that democracy and civil society are being discovered and discussed clearly and openly in many parts of the world as well as in  the Arab world. 
The first thing to be observed concerning the concepts of democracy and civil society in the Arab world is that they became on great ideological demand whether in the surface of political and cultural life or in their depth without an actual presentation in the reality domain in the level of political surface and also without theoretical and cultural establishment in the depth of Arab countries in the domain of concepts, content and indication in the contemporary sense of the word.  
The Arab ideological attitude considered democracy as the magic wand to solve all the problems of the society. Reform is done in its presence. Destruction is the outcome of its absence. It is the cure for every disease. In fact, democracy itself needs a key and its doors may not be opened unless other doors are opened. We should say that we do not want to stultify those who repeat its motto as it is the first condition to enter and influence the age. We want only to insure and clarify as democracy is considered part of logic not part of divinity. It is an equation with its stipulations and requirements and not a magical recipe. 

Democracy is the most pragmatic culture and pattern of government. It is also able to adapt and develop. There is no concept that its identification is linked to its history. Democracy and history here do not concern the event but they concern the cultural and the intellectual event of the circumstances of the civil society i.e. civilizational circumstances. A good example of that is Europe in the twentieth century. In the twentieth century Europe, priority was given to the essence of democracy which is facing the autocrats. Consequently, the essence of democracy meant, to a great extent, to lessen power and authority. This essence changed lately towards the end of the last century. 

But lessening power became insufficient to form a guarantee for democracy. Modern and western societies began to face another dominion replacing that of the state; it is the dominion of money holders and media controllers. In these societies and after the phenomenon of globalization the discussion is open and this is not the time or the place to deal with it.

The Arab developing societies began to suffer from many problems such as the revival of tribalism and closed personalities which flourished lately to hinder any modern, democratic, or cultural structure. This reveals that democracy is not a commodity to be imported but it is a seed that must be planted in a good suitable environment. It should be taken care of after planting. 
The question is: how could we achieve democracy? And where is the path to it? The most important thing that the Arabs are lacking is the actual absence of the environment suitable for planting this seed not to say its protection and care to grow and bear fruit. 
What seems to be indisputable and needs nothing to be carried out except some procedures is in fact the greatest thing that we lack and do not think of; it is the democratic culture as it is the culture of individuals, the culture of society, the culture of civil institutions, the culture of governmental institutions and this leads to establishing civil society institutions. 

Before we establish and form civil society, we must know it and build its institutions as they are the way leading to it. This forms the first and foremost way to fertilize soil and grow the plant. Without this we find ourselves facing what is called the façade democracy or formalistic democracy. Unfortunately, we find examples of this democracy in some countries which claim that they are applying democracy. 

Civil society, if we overstep many discussions about its definition and connotation, is the society of cities where people establish their institutions to organize their cultural, economical and social life. These institutions are voluntary and willful contrary to the nomadic institutions which are characterized by their exclusiveness as the person is born and belong exclusively to them. Belonging to the civil institutions is a free will belonging and these institutions are not part of the state but they play a role in lessening its authority if the state exceeded these authorities. 
Civil society signifies the existence of some institutions which are not part of the government but they represent the welfare of citizens and their anticipations regarding their life affairs. 

Civil society also signifies that these institutions enjoy self independence which permits freedom of motion and make decisions concerning their domain. Lawyers syndicate in their domain, engineers syndicate in their domain and doctors syndicate in their domain. 
Civil society also signifies the acceptance of citizens rights to political and intellectual opposition as long as expressing this opposition remains peaceful. In another words, civil society signifies the protection of the right to disagree within a formula that its first and foremost loyalty is to the country and fighting any other loyalty if opposed to the loyalty of the country. 
The social domain that the civil society deals with begins when the role of the family ends and the role of the school begins to form its first connecting link. That is why the school has a great importance as it is considered the education institution where the individual's biological loyalty is transformed to his civil and social loyalty as he learnt math, the history and geography of his country, its national anthem and its civilization. Thus school is important at an early age and it is very important during compulsory education to eradicate the problem of illiteracy which many Arab societies suffer from. After school the individuals move to join wholly and voluntary in civil society institutions which establish democracy and the democratic society. 
The role of the civil societies ends when the role of the political societies begins. We may differ on the end of the civil society and whether it comprises the political parties or not. Anyhow, the essence of the civil society and its role mean that it is the safety valve which prevents state autocracy. It is also the demarcation line between autocracy and oppression on one hand and balanced just government on the other hand. The civil society, doing this, establishes the democracy as a society and a state. 
If we wanted to give democracy a definition, on the broader sense of the word, we must identify some points which deal with the actual and deep meaning of democracy. In this context, I will tackle two points only:

The first point: if democracy meant the rule of  majority, then its notion must be not a vertical one i.e. if there is a block that belongs to certain religious groups, they can go to the polls to vote for certain individuals we can claim that we are practicing democracy. Majority in democracy is horizontal not vertical one. The rate of horizontal to vertical is like the rate of immobile to the mobile. I think the French society is a good example; in previous presidential elections, what Lou ban got in the first session and what Chirac got in the second session indicates the difference between the majority and its notions horizontally or vertically. The prime condition for the rule of the majority is that it must be horizontal, in the social sense, not vertical.
The second point: the requirements of rotation in democracy. Democracy is a social rotation that must be agreed on.  

Those who do not believe in democracy, I am talking about Arabs from inside, as a methodology and as a culture and they also accuse democracy as an imported western concept, they sometimes use democracy as a means to attain power. We describe those people as different fundamentalists who use democracy to reach authority. They claim that they want to stick to what shari’ah revealed. Tackling this point we tackle the essence of democracy which is the actual rotation and succession. 

To conclude we must differentiate between democracy as a system of government and as a culture and organizer for the different structures of the society and that is what we need, as Arabs. 
Democracy will not succeed in organizing the relationship between authority and society unless it succeeds in organizing and building relations within the society itself though democracy is, to a great extent, a system for the state. Democracy originally must be involved in the social system and in the system of the civil societies. On this basis democracy builds its relations with the state and its institutions. 

There is no political democracy without democracy being established a social phenomenon. Society here is the mentality of the individuals, the upbringing of the families, a system of education, civil societies and a mixture of all these. 
Rotation is only one part of political process mechanisms not all the parts. 
Democracy is not an elections mechanism only but it must be preceded by democratic culture and establishing civil societies and this is the most important obstacle that hinders and faces real Arab democracy. 

Culture here is the concept of the civil societies which is parallel to freedom and democracy facing sectarian belongings. Thank you.  
Chairman of Session:

If you visit the Congressman, Ed. Whitefield ,web site , you will find that he is a honest family man and he has served six terms representing Kentucky. 

***************************************

Thank you and I am honored to participate with you in this forum and I thank every one of you for attending and giving attention to what is said. Thank you.

A recent issue of an economic magazine in a front page cover said  that democracy stirs the middle east and clearly the change has picked up across the region in the last three months. The successful Palestinian elections, the Iraqi elections and Egypt courageous for democracy add activities prompted President Mubarak to call upon parliament to mend constitution to allow more candidates for presidential elections for the first time in Egypt. In Lebanon, ever increasing hostility to Syrian occupation has been gathering and reached the boiling point with the assassination of Rafik  Hariry. 

These events do not even include the developments in Saudi Arabia relating to local elections and we may refer to the reforms in Qatar and Dubai elections, constitutional reform and education. 

Those who hear a lot about the middle east partnership and hear about discussion on democracy in the middle east and critics of the US asked the question why does the US promote democracy in the middle east. If you read Bush's administration rationale, they will claim that security in the US depends upon freedom abroad and in the middle east. And that may be true but that  is not the most important reason. The fact is this that US can't impose democracy in the ME, France can't impose democracy on the ME, Germany can't impose democracy on the ME. And I hope that the international media will focus on the diplomatic relationship between France and America and Germany and focus more on the school teacher or the parents who are lobbying in their country  for educational reform. 

Or focus more on the doctor or nurse or help technician that focus on health care delivery in their own country or safer water for children in their country. Or focus more on small business men or women advocating a tax policy that will encourage economic growth because these organizations within each country are the ones that will bring the pressure for the formation of the government that responds to the need of people.

Not the US, not France, not Germany but those individuals forming these civic organizations. If the government does not respond to their needs then what is the purpose of government.  The only purpose of government in my view is to provide infrastructure for every person regardless of their circumstances or economic background that provide opportunity for every person to fulfill their potential as human being. That is the only purpose of government. 

The civic organizations advocating these reforms; constitution, free press, legal system, transparency in government decision and most important the guarantee that civic organizations will last whatever the form of government. 

So I want to thank all of you for participating in this event today and for giving me the opportunity to speak here. 

Chairman OF SESSION: 

perhaps we will go with the questions before we go. But be as quick as possible and please tell us whom you want to direct the question to. Thank you

***********************************   

My name is ……….and I am a member of the European parliament . I really share commitment with Mrs. Mitterrand. Now I want to ask the last US congressman that there is not only France or Germany. We are trying t build Europe, a Europe which believes in human rights, in participation in democracy but I think there should be a common awareness between us. How to make each person, each woman or man aware for the deciding of their own life. I also think we face a common problem at different level. There is a lack of democracy and participation not in the Arab world but in all countries and also in our own countries. And if we do not discuss this we will never change the world. I think also to work for democracy can't be a thing as our greatest democracy in the world, the US, can't be brought to ……………..also if there is not democracy there is crime. What I would like to say is that when there is war or terrorist attack there is not civil society. The civil society died. So we act to understand among ourselves. This is the question to all of us, how we can change the situation and also how we can educate ourselves, civil society and the government together to realize the opportunity to democracy . thank you.

*************************************** 

Congressman, the issue that perhaps the civil society organizations  ……..unless there are some foundations for democracy in the first place. Can you give your opinion on that . please. 

****************************************** 

Congressman 

Well, there must be an atmosphere for civil organization to flourish without oppression but at the same time the civil organizations may be the variance …………in the first place. I think it is essential for democracies to try that there be a freedom for civil society to operate. 

The supposed answer is the civil society can proceed in certain circumstances and fight their way to democratic solutions but there has to be an opportunity for them to operate in the market place. 

Thank you.

********************************************* 

Thank you 

******************************************* 

Mansour Al-Arab, an Afro Arab Sudanese, I think there is a mistake here approaching the problem so either or. There is no dichotomy between democracy and civil society. They complement each other. Therefore either or they do not apply in this case. The first lady, I appreciate what you have talked about the right to life. What is the right to life? The right to life is to the people as mentioned by professor and if that is the case, how are we going to fit this within the free market. Yesterday, his royal highness  drew my attention, I have attention in economics but believe it or not, he drew my attention to something extremely noble when he said that free market must not determine by supply and demand. He established a very noble expression and that it has to be determined by right ………… therefore if I understood him well, there is a role of the state there is also a need for a code of conduct, there is also a very important need for bringing people together and the state must not play the orthodox classical role. It has to play a role where it encourages participation, promote the private sector and provide services. There is another important point about possibility. I come from the Sudan. China is street mining my country. It is not abound by  social etc. the organizations of civil society should work for a code of conduct for multinational cooperation. My friend from Lebanon, you talk bout indigenous institutions, yes in the Arab world we had indigenous collective cooperation. We have our civil society organizations. They do not develop. Why? Because of the duality of our economies.  I am proposing something for this country which I have great respect for. I think there should be according to what the lady from France said an organization for all civil society organizations to  bring them together. the team should be good leadership, good government, .building human rights for development. Then another three ……..conference, another one for government officials to be given the proposal of that organization. Then you bring the two together in an active way where government, people together and government of civil society should go together.  

***************************************** 

let's get some answer from Mrs. Danielle, on the interaction between government, perhaps a stronger form. of government in engaging civil society organizations. 
************************************************ 

I think that is the sign perhaps we reached the end of the situation. Thank you for your participation. Thank you. 
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