First Session

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are very glad and pleased to welcome you to the first session of the 5th Doha Forum on Democracy and Free Trade. The topic of this session (1) is” The Role of Women in Development and Building of a Democratic Society” . It is a well known fact that the topic of women always receives attention and interest, and it is part and parcel of democracy. We have with us today a group of  speakers from various fields. We have Dr. Madawi al-Rasheed,  professor at Kings College, University of London, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson, US Congress, Dr. Ahida Taleb, university professor, Lebanon, she is active in the field of women rights and female societies, Congresswoman Dianne Watson, member of US Congress and Mrs. Monique Pelletier, lawyer, former Minister in France. These figures have significant contributions at the political level such as members of US Congress, or at the academic or educational levels. Yet all of them are interested in minorities and women rights, they are interested in this issue in the Middle East.

The first speaker in our session is Congresswoman Sheila Jackson; she has long career and one of the most  powerful fifty members of US Congress. She is very much interested in defending minorities and women rights, Mrs. Sheila Jackson has the floor:
Good morning, I want to join my friends and colleagues in speaking about what I believe would be the challenge of the 21st century, that is to all of us to find synergy and community about the understanding of empowerment and democracy. Emerging democracy equals empowerment. I am so delighted to be able to see the reflection of this word in this room, men and women studying the question of democratization and empowerment of women. Thanks to the esteemed  honorable moderator, President of Qatar University, to all the representatives who are here and to my friend and colleague ambassador Congresswoman Dianne Watson, we worked together extensively on issues of empowering women and I am delighted to be here with her. Thanks also to my other Congressional colleagues who are present here and members of US delegation; I am gratified as well to be in their presence, and  to be near HE for her leadership and vision, Sheikha Moza, for her wonderful leadership in the Education City and to the friends who have gathered here today; I am reminded of the words that often said when an American wants to stand up and speak up and to shut up. I am also reminded that there are other speakers. The best part of all this is that we have few days to give and take, and I have the opportunity upon returning from a meeting with the Emir to be able to join in.
Our topic today is the Role of Women in Development and Building of a Democratic Society. We can suggest that women equals humanity and empowerment and uplifting  of women clearly are the underpinning of the respect  for humanity. 

Let me share with you few thoughts, information to your existence, that is key to the empowerment of women and the form of democratization . Let me say, I believe that democratization comes in all colors, sizes and shapes. I am not willing to promote one single form of democracy. It  is a loose term.  Our Declaration of Independence stipulates that all humans are equal including the right to life and liberty and in the pursuit of happiness. Needless to say, that those of us who were Africans came to the U.S. in slavery, in the 30th, 40th and 50th amendments, we developed a sense of freedom in America. 

Even women in the U.S. are noted only one time in the Constitution, in the fight to the right to vote passed in 1920. 

So we are struggling with the concept of democracy, non-information of women existence is key, but we can no longer accept non-information; information deserves recognition. Next women must move, there must be action and energy behind your advocacy. Women moving creates a movement, so noted by the recent Nobel Peace Prize winner who began the green movement, Greeny of Kenya, that movement or that motion generated into a movement and a change. So the idea behind the empowerment of women clearly has to be on the issue of  changing and distinction. Nothing brings  humanity to the field of negotiation. Frankly as a new member of the U.S. Congress I could have easily rejected my womanhood and try to be  something other than a woman, try to be accepted on the basis of equality that I do the same thing with men. But in the early stages of my career I found the Congressional Children Caucus, many times I traveled and spoke about it, and many joined it. It happened to be a caucus of men and women who advocate children rights. We felt that children have no voice in the U.S. Congress. So you need to start with one action, one act, and your are sure to get a reaction. With the children caucus after 9/11 started to study the conditions of children in New York and offered to promote legislation that said, that all children need to be promoted. There is an issue as you do reconstruction and building of New York. We focus on social, economic, financial and mental needs of children. With an idea of creating confidence in who you are and moving and acting. Through that campaign we found that hate is a great burden to bear which injured the hater more than the hated, so women would be very keen  in eliminating hatred and be part of negotiation for peace. Women are models, they offer their lives as models for others. History spoke about a list of women of faith and courage; so women could be models and courageous And they can eliminate hatred. Women note this because they are burdened by discrimination and different treatment. So it is important when women act they seek to eliminate the distraction that kept  them economically backward and behind, demoted, rejected and ignored. And how do we do that ? You form a nucleus of thought, gather two women, 3 or 4 or 5 and begin as partners. One of the issues where you live is to determine how to solve a problem.
Meeting with women in Iraq, visiting them, they talked about their immediate issues, of security and education of their children in the aftermath of the war. Interestingly enough, they have a new challenge, and that challenge is to make sure in the discussions on the new government to be established, that their issues would not be forgotten. Oh yes, they are in the constitution in Iraq, but in the discussions between the Kurds and others about how to pull in a government women issues are not discussed and it is not appropriate for women to do so. As I mentioned to you the Constitution in the U.S. mentioned women only once, that is why we continue to support equal rights for women. But clearly what clears the pathway is equality in the U.S.  for all women.
Just two years ago I met in Oslo during women partnership for peace, Israeli and Palestinian women discussing their pains, but also talking about the valor and worthiness of women being engaged in peace movement. I am gratified to say that women when back to their states  and locations they urged their governments to seek peace that may be a bit delayed but we are moving towards at least, the question of peace in the Middle East.
So today I think that this conference throughout five years of efforts is an effort or a journey to be able to establish the valor and worthiness of engaging women in national peace process and empowerment of women.  I offered legislation that says all entities including UN and various engagements  should include women in the peace process.  I believe it should be proportional, efforts to include women in government, we should proportionally include women in the peace process around the world. When women’s voices are raised and women move, there is a movement, when they act there is a reaction.
 Dr. Hanan Ashrawi indicated that when an individual takes a decision to say that there is injustice at human level, that effort fails, turns into insignificance.
( It should be collective.) So it is clear that if women are involved their distinctiveness can resolve issues faster that what we have seen. Let me allow you to listen to 8 points that I believe will summarize my remarks and so that we  leave here with an agenda, I hope that will be our challenge and that we accept it. Men and women leave this conference with an agenda.
In fact I will call for that we return next year to report on the action items we have succeeded in and that we report on the movements we created. These points on agenda include the following: 

- Development of a philosophy of women engaged in all aspects of leadership and governance. Have a complete mindset that the place where you live, the place where you stay and where you act, will have typical mindset that women must be leaders and part of governance.

- Development of individual strength and advocacy whether environmental, educational, women’s life, economic empowerment or civil justice, children rights, find your place, understand your thesis, develop your thesis, and make sure that you fight for this thesis.

- Formulation of alliances for women not only among nation-states, but internationally  to talk about the expression of ideas and implementation of new ideas with others who enjoyed their success. In essence, network with women who are here now ( you can get my e-mail). I want to hear from you; network internationally, make your ideas become legislative initiative for U.S. Congress, why because they are good ideas, they work for greater peace and understanding in the world around us.

No fear of having as your sole agenda, the protection of education or the right of children. Let us not hesitate and diminish our role and position as women, let us not be intimidated to act as others to feel that we should be meant to be successful. Let us be strong with faith to fight for those who cannot fight for themselves. No hesitation to organize as women. Women are now to work as groups situated and established in the region, but do not re-invent the wheel but form a coalition as women initially to deal with your strong issues, that means draw women into your coalition.
-Operation of the provision that decisions regarding war and peace must absolutely have the involvement of women. Operate on that thesis, that if there are discussions of war, women should be involved and engaged in peace.

Argue in your nation that a department of peace and science should be co-front for us in the U.S..

- Establishment of a foundation of complete recognition of women in the political system and ultimately of a cooperative role in elected political leadership, as the world revolves, we should look to women for highest level of leadership of government.

Finally you must obtain results; the purpose of our presence in this conference is that we must obtain results. The march for freedom and justice is an opportunity and it  has to be one of results; thought is good, they always say it is cheap, it has to be an  act, a reaction, the move and the movement when go back to our respective  regions, we will make a difference. They always said that I am a grasshopper, jump up and down in one place, but really find for your self a tree and  shake it, make it yours, that is what we are looking for in  talking about changing the world, if women to visualize this conference and next year come back as reactor and react, and movement, for it is well-known by the goodness of women. So we had an opportunity to lay out simple principles that would augment, if you will, the beginning of opportunity for democracy  through the world. Remember that democracy comes in all shapes and guises, that there is no democracy without women. I often say that you can tell a nation greatness by the respect of those women. Let me say in openness about the opportunity given to women, it is democracy and emerging democracy has its political process, right to vote, education opportunity. The education city gives opportunity to women to be engineers, doctors and others of great prominence. So if you take that premises I have given the 8 points agenda, I believe you find your place in the sun being actor, get a reaction, being part of the movement and moving. I always said we should be part of the membership, part of the movement. I hope that today in this room will have some who will change the world, being tree shaker, rising to the sun and being counted. We always in America say that we shall overcome, I think this conference will bring the walk for freedom and justice and that we shall overcome, able to gratify , let us hold each other saying that we have overcome. Women, you have the right to be  empowered, take the challenge, accept the challenge and be successful. Thank you.

Thank you Congresswoman Sheila Jackson, our next speaker is also Congresswoman Dianne Watson, she has a long history of being responsible for education and also in politics, I am sure you will enjoy her talk as you did with the first speaker.

Good morning, I want to commend the Qatar government and the institute for recognizing that there is a place for women and having all of us take part in a conference for free market and democracy. It is democracy that we are describing on our panel and how women would  play a role in it. I come for a Congress that is now building up its participation, we have nearly 70 women in the House and 14 in the Senate. That number is growing. We have grown through decades, when we looked at dispersing the leadership when you talk about building- broke of democracy, you must realize that in the U.S. women outnumber men, in fact, it is women who are the voters, 52% of the voting population are women.

I want to commend the state of Qatar for recognizing women right to vote. We are absolutely necessary, if you are  building a new democracy, we are the advocates, because what I have found out, being a woman myself, is that when we make policy, women most often think how its impact on loved ones. We are the messengers of reform, what we are doing is changing the way power was distributed. We represent the building block of democracy because democracy gives all population the right not only to think, but also to see. So we must share democracy with every government, we also must look for the greater equality for women.
In the past women were denied leadership role, women were ridiculed for wanting to leave their homes and families to go to work. Women were made to feel invisible, they were made to dress so that they would not stand out in the crowd, women found infamy with health on them, they experienced shame for being women, at almost every level.
We must change these ways of thinking and the more we include and involve women today, not only in business, but in being equal members of population, the more you will advance. So I want to commend all the countries in the Middle East, those countries in the far south of America, those countries in Africa, who have held conferences just like this, to mark the beginning of women’s emergence. When we talk about trade through the world, we must encourage women, to start their own mini cooperation in this world. You see ( in the world) more destruction over the Indian Ocean, you know about the earthquake, we went to Tsunami region, we met with the people, the survivors, we met with government officials and their plea was not so much for emergency help, but for many loans to go to the people to rebuild their communities, their economy, very much part of rebuilding those nations in the Indian Ocean are the ability of women to start mini industries to supply the needs of the people in the villages. So I am saying to you at this conference congratulations for recognizing how women can be a vital part not only at decision-making,  but in rebuilding the economy and taking power for themselves, as you grow to a higher status in the world community. Congratulations and thank you for listening.
 Our third speaker is Dr. Madawi al-Rasheed, professor at Kings College, University of London, she has a number of research works in anthropology, in the Middle East, especially the Gulf region.
In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. I would like  to begin my speech by expressing thanks and appreciation to the state of Qatar for giving us this opportunity to participate in this conference. What I am going to say emanates from an academic point of view, it may complement what other speakers said before. To begin with, the Arab Muslim woman does not have, despite her high leaps and jumping in the field of acquiring knowledge and skills, except  a little space in the public realm. Despite the fact that there are many schools, institutes and universities for women in the Arab countries, still quality and resources of education, such as libraries and laboratories etc, are unable to provide an equal educational entity similar to that available for man. This example of education is only one example that indicates chaotic development available for women. Examples for such defects and deficiencies may also be found in the judiciary and how this entity deals with women. Women are also totally absent in the decision-making process and leadership  role in certain Arab countries. Despite the institutional marginalization of women’s role and absence in the public realm in the field of economics, politics, education, judiciary and work, yet the Arab woman is not a victim. She has proved to be  an effective element in non-institutional scope. Through her participation in so-called informal network, she is the party that maintains the family and keeps its welfare, she is the keeper that keeps historic and cultural memory and cultural heritage as well. She is the one who organizes marriage relationships in communities that still consider her as the connection between significant social, economic or  even political groups. Women’s participation in building the family structure is still marginalized and unrecognized in societies that seek to establish civil societies and activate women’s participation as an effective member that has a role in building future societies.
Advocating women’s active role and participation should not be considered as part of liberties or freedoms; this topic should be tackled as restoration of women’s rights usurped as a result of many factors combined in previous decades. Women are not asking for absolute freedoms some may interpret as a call for immoralities, corruption ,vice and dissolution. On the contrary, women are calling for rights that are part and parcel of  their civilization, heritage and religion. Such rights have deteriorated, disappeared and reduced, it is high time to get them back, acquire them not through internal political or external trusteeship, it is some sort of collective action advocated and encouraged by shari’ah( Islamic jurisprudence). It is confirmed by the willingness of various and different social groups.  Certain analysts , especially in the West, tried to connect women’s declined participation in public life in the Arab world in general, and in the Arabian peninsula in particular, with various elements:
1-Some of them have falsely linked that with Islam and blamed it for women’s exclusion, some referred that to polygamy and granting a woman half man’s share in inheritance forgetting that domestic culture gives man the responsibility of  his family’s sustenance, in addition they did not take into account the conditions set by Islam for polygamy.

2- some even made such non-participation of women in social life as due to tribal inherited traditions or patriarchal community, some believed that the tribe despises women and does not involve or engage them  in decision making process or in the economy.
As a matter of fact, these people ignore a long history of women’s role in the tribe’s economy and social life. Wasn’t a Bedouin woman an effective element in the tribe’s pastoral economy? Wasn’t a woman taking part in tribes living in oases and towns, in agriculture, planting and cultivating and  supplying products to the village and town markets?

3-Today we find that a Muslim society revolves in another orbit, women’s marginalization in Gulf societies should be explained and understood and analyzed in view of  new facts imposed by the twentieth century circumstances. Now we inherit those in the 21st century. Here are an analysis of some causes behind what happened through the developmental march in 20th century:
1- The role of modern state has been central in determining frameworks for development; modern state has provided health, educational and entertainment services as well as consumer ones to the community, but at the same time it usurped the local society, male and female groups, their capability to decision making, participating in public realm, this differs from one country to another.

2- Our societies have lost their civil communities, such as local associations, family gathering, but this modern state has not in certain Arab societies allowed the establishment of civil society
 groups, so a vacuum emerged and the political power was separated from its popular grassroots, this applies on oil-exporting  or oil-rich countries in particular. It is true that oil resources have enabled the countries concerned to materially raise poor societies in the Arabian peninsula, the state has provided buses, trains, planes, doctors, nurses and medicine; the number of population grew up and living standard of women in general has also improved.

3- The oil wealth led to recruitment of foreign manpower, mostly men, the city has turned into an international airport, or transit terminal where faces and features mix, but cultures, civilizations, traditions and customs do not melt.  The Arab family has become secluded and isolated, women were no longer allowed into this male realm, that has strange customs and traditions compared to local environment. Things have become more restricted as far as women are concerned in order to protect them from outside strangers, they claimed. In addition, foreign labor force were recruited for work in houses
. This led to a new class of women who live on the margin,  consumers of oil wealth and not making any effective participation in creating the same. Large numbers of women became unable to make real contribution because they are deprived of education and acquiring skills pretending to protect them from outside dangers and threats.
4- As such oil wealth led to make things difficult and restricted to women’s participation instead of freeing them from economic need and enabling them to make intellectual, cultural or social contribution profitable to their society or surrounding.
In this part of the world the city has been changed from an Arab city with Islamic touch, to some thing unknown in which nationalities mix but do not melt. Reaction of the local society has been confined to behind its high walls. This society has restricted women’s free movement and work claiming that this is because of the need to protect them along with their dignity. The jump from rural areas in modern society was very fast and the society was not ready for it, therefore, the reaction was quick when it makes this very difficult for women, it confined their work to certain fields. Recently we find that foreign invasion and foreign military presence in the region, along with an outside discourse calling for the liberation of  Arab Muslim women, such a political and military situation has created some sort of fear among a large category of Arab people, regarding women desecration after seizure of our homeland.
In addition to acts of violence on the streets in the Arab world, there is significant ( foreign) military equipment stationed in a number of Arab states which makes an Arab feels that he is losing some of his manhood in the face of this foreign invasion. As such he is keen to preserve and maintain his final defense line, namely, the Arab women, so if he loses his power to defend it then he would lose everything. When the question of the Arab women becomes an issue advocated by the American administration, then we are face to face with a thorny and difficult problem. The real presence of women in local societies becomes one of the most difficult if not impossible matters, because automatic reaction requires rejection of such demands when they are coming from abroad although they may improve women’s position if they come from within. For men nothing remains except resistance through women as if this is the last and final castle confronting foreign aggression helped by internal elements.

5-Globalization: Its impact on women’s position: Globalization brought in many positive results, namely, work opportunities for a large number of men and women, it also brought information and knowledge (open skies). It has  also negative results: consumerism and consumption that absorbs the rights of local societies and bypass domestic industries and crafts which cannot compete with multinationals with huge capitals. Globalization has, more importantly, carried with it a common cultural pattern and a living model considered by the majority outside the region as the best and most positive. It brought in concepts and criteria that differ from those grew and flourished in local environment. There are peoples and countries trying to catch up the economic globalization train but they have reservation towards globalizing culture, customs and traditions. The Muslim-Arab society does not totally reject globalization, but it tries to catch up with it. Our problem today, however, is that we do not effectively take part in the making of globalization, we remain consumers who buy its achievements but do not have a hand in making them. Local societies, however, oppose such cultural globalization through their desire to maintain local exclusiveness in order not to be published and disappear. Not all aspire to live in the Global Village, perhaps all would like to make economic benefit out of it, and there is a broad spectrum in the Arab-Islamic societies in general that would like to maintain their identity and past; there is deep conviction that any one who abandons or drops his past would have no present nor future. 

Local totalitarianism and restrictions on freedoms and thought cover man and woman in the Arab world, man is subject to this every day in the work and the street and his dealing with institutions; whereas a non-working woman has been far away from this realm through her narrow participation in public life, so her personality has developed and flourished away from institutional political oppression; but it suffers through man’s experience in her family and society. Oppression has a pyramid and a scale it may begin with man and ends with woman, as such women would pay high price because of man’s marginalization, as he tries to find a way out through his suppression of women. This totalitarianism is one of the problems women suffer in the Arab world; Arab societies have unfortunately entered into incomplete development. In spite of this such societies live on the margin of world society, economically, politically and socially. In spite of the fact that oil is a significant raw material, yet Arab societies have failed to change it into a political power. The world believes that we occupy  a strategic position  and have huge oil wealth  but it rejects our civilization and heritage, even it charges this heritage as being the cause for our backwardness, rigidity, extremism and abuse of women. This equation will not change unless we struggle to assume the role of participation in human civilization and not a spectator who only condemns and denounces or be a passive consumer who consumes others’ achievements. We hope that this conference would reach certain results:
1- We hope women would not be viewed as intractable problem or a victim that needs an ambulance. We hope this term, woman, would be broken up; the extent of women marginalization and usurping of their rights are closely linked with their status in society. We can not generalize saying that a woman is homogeneous entity. Sufferings of a  poor needy widow or divorced differ greatly from those of a woman who belongs to a rich family, a business woman who owns globalized economic institutions, or that related to rich social  or even political classes that have certain influence. The local state is called upon to preserve women’s  legitimate rights and protect them against poverty, need and exploitation, it should not interfere in the private realm except to protect her against direct or indirect violence. But social and family domain is left to the individuals and they are entitled to deal with it  away from state institutions’ intervention. We also hope that foreign powers would refrain from posing their nose in the affairs of Muslim Arab women and do not adopt women’s cause in the Arab world because this is unacceptable trusteeship, they may harm women and damage their struggle to gain their rights.
The outside world should understand this equation: Arab women are not under age or in need of an outside trustee or guardian, the west must not exploit women’s issue as an instrument to bring pressure to bear on governments here and there. I as a Muslim-Arab woman refuse to be exploited by my own country or any outside power, by giving a nice image to the political regime through a project from above that does not give me my rights. The Arab woman also refuses to be a new prey for outside hegemony. We say to the U.S. in particular. hands off women in the Arab world and if it wants to defend their interest it should stop aggression against women and men in Palestine, mothers and daughters in Iraq. We urge the U.S. to stop torture acts at its mobile and permanent prisons, because every prisoner there has a mother, wife, sister and child. We ask her not to terrorize our women with nightly raids or cells, dungeons that are not subject to any international law, or do not observe or respect any local tradition. We inform all parties that real change does not come through  social engineering, such a form of change has been tested. A change that comes from top, from  foreign or internal sources does only serve the interest of its advocates, it involves no benefit for women, rather it harms them. Real social change takes place with the participation of the whole society, men and women, in a civilizational march to re-shape our historic heritage as well as social heritage and concepts in a way that fits in with modern times and environment. I think there is no closed, lagging or rigid society, all societies are flexible and thanks to this flexibility humanity has not died out long time ago. In conclusion, these are some of the causes and backgrounds that enable us to deal with the issue of women. External and internal factors combined in the 20th century to make it the last text presented for analysis after the ink on all texts has dried out. An Arab women is not a subject of comprehension, it is a social truth  that refutes  all fabricated facts, because it is alone that produces and contains all facts. Thank you.
We thank Dr. Madawi for this spectacular speech and anthropological and physiological analysis regarding the role of women in the Arab societies.

The next speaker is Dr. Ahida Taleb, professor of modern western philosophy in the Lebanese university, she is active in political activities, once again I would like to remind our speakers to observe set  time:
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to express my deep thanks and appreciation to the state of Qatar which gave us this opportunity to meet you. Thanks also go to the organizers of the 5th Doha forum on Democracy .  Ladies and gentlemen, at this moment we see that  international institutions are deeply interested in the issue of democracy and women’s participation in the building thereof, women are in great need for democracy in the Arab world hence treaties, charters, conferences and research works, governments, especially in the Arab world, are urged to make women take part in the democratic process. But are legislations and charters, in spite of their importance, and allocation of seats for women in parliaments, sufficient to attain what is required? Social development is, at its core,  an approach to building democracy.  Sometimes democracy is limited to voting and to women’s contribution in building democracy be confined to the number of seats in parliament or ministerial posts. As a matter of fact, we must say that elections and voting, when they become an end they  secure a moment of freedom, and when they become  a means they  create a free society. Elections are not only those which have free voting at the ballots, but also those in which citizens enjoy freedom of will. Therefore, freedom should take preference over democracy, freedom is a pillar of democracy as a principle and high value. It should be elaborated through traditions and constitutional laws so that all basic rights for a citizen would be preserved and maintained such as freedom of expression, freedom of joining parties and trade unions and other civil society institutions. This would enable them to have capability to active participation in  political decision-making ; the other principle of democracy is equality in political and social dimensions regardless of religion, color or gender. In essence, democracy emerged when reason as a tool for knowledge has replaced patriarchal legendry thought and it destroyed the old sedimentary colliding inherited from the Middle Ages,  and replaced it by modern equality system; this equality, at the Arab level, is still confronted with various blocks and barriers, the most important at the international level is : double-face policy in dealing with peoples and their causes, at the local level: I will stop at two points: 1- Tribal , clannish and sectarian domination and control over political systems; Lebanon, for example, although it has a democratic pluralistic system along with constitutional rights climate, yet it depends on sectarian system representing large tribal families with their sectarian identity and influence in their regions . This  restricts representation to males who are more influential at home, it leads to allocate positions to sects ( there are 18 sects in Lebanon), it also makes political participation in the Lebanese society very difficult unless it is accompanied by allegiance and loyalty to one school of thought or a sect.  As such not only women but also highly efficient men cannot actually take part( in political life) and this is in violation of equality principle.  Women are not part of the Lebanese political fabric, they enter from the very narrow door, being an alternate to some one absent, wife of a missing husband, sister of a missing brother or daughter of a missing father. The second point which I want to stop at as impediments, namely, patriarchal culture  that is part and parcel of patriarchal system based on men’s power over women and old aged. This is based on biological principle that describes males as strong and females as weak, this spread women’s inferiority in the family, work and politics using man’s traditional tools. As such, women are absent from taking part in decision-making and taking not only externally but internally as well. She is accepted as a partner who implements but not one who plans and implements.

Dear friends,

Democracy is not only a system of government, but rather it organizes  society which is considered as a mixture of culture prevalent among its individuals and institutions and a fabric of its relations. So it should be at the level of the social operator whether this operator is a person, group, man or woman. As to how can women effectively participate in democracy, this is not an easy job because it allocates work in accordance with historical heritage, on the basis of gender, it makes the outside world for men and the special narrow space for women along with traditional values system. This requires, however, a supporting environment in law and social criteria which enables us to reconsider and review visions that govern sharing of historic roles and determine the space essential for women. This would make them independent entity not a secondary one affiliated to another entity. We also need an educational system adopting new visions for equal relations between men and women in order to replace that typical image included in books and curriculums and various mass media. Yet the main task lies on women shoulders who very often reproduce the cases of which they complain. Women should have confidence in their capabilities which are not different from those of men except as a result of circumstances, they should use critical eyes to traditions and customs around them, they should be well aware of their citizenship, pay attention to public interest, take part in public politics by being involved in civil societies, trade unions, political parties, associations, they should participate in the coming trade unions campaigns and give more attention to the family. Democracy should be first practiced in the family in order to produce a democratic generation based on equality without discrimination between citizens, men and women, and adopt dialogue as an approach in settling issues instead of  orders and obedience; freedom of expression and respect of different opinions should be adopted, direct or symbolic violence should not be rejected. Our Arab societies are in great need , at present, for real democracy, not that of slogans or symbols and names. Thank you.
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