 Opening Session
Your highness, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. The fifth Doha forum on democracy and free trade is a great opportunity to discuss some of the most controversial issues affecting the region and establish session to discuss them openly in the region itself here in Qatar at the time when the pressure for change and reform is intensifying. This speech of the kind exemplified in this forum is therefore the vital commodity that ultimately makes democracy and free trade possible. They belong together; they need each other to survive. In that spade, it gives me great pleasure to ask his Excellency sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber Al-Thani, first deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs of the State of Qatar, to give a speech of welcome: 
Hamad bin Jassim
In the name of Allah, the most merciful, the most compassionate. His Excellency, the Emir of Qatar, dear ladies and gentlemen. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you on the occasion of the convention of the fifth Doha Forum for democracy and free trade. 
The prominent attendees whether personalities, institutes or research centers symbolize the importance of this forum and indicate fruitful discussions and dialogues in favor of democracy and free trade which will, undoubtedly, help us feel our sound ways and methods in our contemporary life.
This forum has become, since last year, a permanent organization after it proved its benefit, thanks to your highness. We start from the very beginning to believe in intellectual initiative, freedom and social justice to achieve progress in human life. 
The forum, in the last four years, witnessed that we continued debate and discussion on various subjects that result in some branches which enable us to diagnose defects and obstacles and work out solutions that deal with them. 

Subjects of discussion this year is distinguished by the specialized determination of their topics and the interrelation between them in the way that guarantees comprehensive view to the whole image. With this specialized determination, discussion and dialogue would be more accurate in analysis and objective criticism to the notion of democracy and the existing relationship between it and free trade.
I hope we all reach the designed aims that we gathered for to achieve the good of all. 
Finally I would like to invite his highness, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Emir of Qatar, to give his speech, please!
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani 

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me pleasure to meet you today in the opening of the fifth Doha forum on democracy and free trade. We are pleased that his forum has become an effective meeting place that attracted effective participants from different countries. It has developed to become a specialized international meeting that discusses and deals with the issues of democratic development and economic freedom. 

The idea to sponsor this forum has not sprung out of nothing and it was not found out of intellectual luxury. It was an anticipation of what was and still is the natural, economic and political role of our region. 

Five years ago, the discussion on the freedom of trade or democracy n the Middle East was not as it is today. 
Recently, fewer voices bet on the birth of democracy era in the region. Nowadays many hope that the countdown for this era has already begun especially after new travelers joined the reform train and new features of change came into sight. 
We ask the experts and intellectuals who are among us today to scrutinize these features and suggest the ways capable of keeping, maintaining and promoting them to answer the hopes of the peoples of the region who look forward to their natural rights concerning popular and constructive participation in international affairs on the basis of mutual understanding and gathering with the world nation.
Dear Participants
A year ago, during the Doha fourth forum on democracy and free trade, I pointed out that the democracy retardation and the spread of anger and frustration in our region are caused mainly by the Palestinian problem which has been considered a mask that people who want to avoid democracy and its implementation hid behind. 
Today, our Palestinians brothers, appealing to democratic methods and proceeding in the way of peaceful reconciliation at the same time, proved that seeking reform and peace in the region can be achieved together without any clash or conflict.

Shift towards democracy and free economy can not be completed unless it is based on a serious will that realizes the importance of reform to the extent that it does not become satisfied with partial amendments to avoid criticism or ease pressure.
 This will work hard to complete the requirements of political and economic development which means to accept variety of opinions, appeal to a constitutional framework that reflects public will and to admit the right of participation through competent regulatory frameworks in addition to establishing a new economic pattern that grants the citizens open horizons and equivalent opportunities. 
Shift towards democracy and market economy in our region has gained some momentum  in the last few years but it did not use all its hoped sources especially when we know that economic freedom and political development experiments always face problems and challenges that require preparing and adapting the society to accompany shift consequences and change responsibilities.
In Qatar in the last few years we faced some of these challenges and problems that we strive to overcome, so the reform experiment in our country reaches its desired purposes.  
While our economic system continued its progress towards modernization according to the market mechanisms which require complete implementation of transparency, our legal system adheres to face any trespassing that does not harmonize with genuine customs of the society or is not suitable with what Qatar is living today or what it is looking forward to in the future of building a transparent economic system that is based on justice and accountability .
We must not, in the time that our economy is progressing to emphasize its worthiness regionally or worldly or any other time, ignore any deviations or violations that are committed unintentionally or ignorantly or under any other excuse.
In this respect, we work hard to establish a complete culture of change that we are keen to deepen and propagate through developing education institutions, perfecting basic legislations, enabling the legal surveillance institutions to do their tasks and through honest fair daily practice because it is the suitable way to prepare the society and encourage the people to be characterized by the spirit of responsibility in dealing with the outcomes of economic development we began to harvest  and which are a right for all. By virtue of these outcomes, the citizen feels that he is a serious partner in the efforts of development so he bears his responsibilities and duties just as he enjoys all the rights that the constitution guarantees for him. 
Establishing such a culture is not an easy matter but it is a duty on every body to fulfill. Democracy as we view for our country and wish for our region is not just procedures that are written on paper or institutions that are established by force but it is a culture that encourages the society to abandon consumed ideas and submit to what law requires.    
Free economy as we understand is not a favor that state offers for the citizens or prosperity in the standard of living that the citizens gain without hard work but it is a life style that leaves behind the considerations of supply and demand to complete abidance by the measures of rights and duties. 
Ladies and Gentlemen

The process of reform and democratic establishment can never  be separated from the changes that are going on in the world economic domain especially those related to the requirements of economic development in developing countries after we began to notice intertwinement between world economy and national economy in a way that sometimes result in unprecedented worldly, regionally or locally challenges.
It becomes difficult today to determine the difference between world citizen and local citizen or to know where the national economy ends and the world economy begins. This is a big problem that I want you to examine especially when the role that the World Trade Organization undertakes in connecting the local economy and the world economy, affects to a great deal reform efforts. 
The State of Qatar took part in the efforts of this organization (WTO) when Doha hosted its ministerial conference in November 2001 because Doha believes that if national economy wants to progress it must extend its bridges with its wider international surroundings. 

Doha conference covered many important issues of the developing countries regarding the future of social, political and economical development. 

Dear Participants
You have a comprehensive and fruitful agenda that reflects the participants  devotion to understand the present and anticipate the horizons of the future. This is not a strange thing concerning this forum as five years ago many discussions were raised and many expectations were introduced that some of them is being achieved till today. This encourages me to invite you today to reconsider again the prospective shape of the future in the next years. Future is not what will happen tomorrow but what begins today. 
I welcome you in Doha and I wish your forum all progress and success. 

Peace be upon you all.

**************************************************** 

Let me now call Mr. Alleck Vert, France’s minister of state for administrative reform, to give a speech  on behalf of the French President Jacques Chirac                                                 
Thank you minister. And now it gives me great pleasure to hand over to Mr. Mike Moore, former director general of the WTO and one of the toughest interviewees…. in the business.

Mike Moore

Your highness, ministers, your Excellencies. 
Firstly can I apply some record: the appreciation …and. honor to his highness and the government of Qatar and I think…we all realize that ….there will not be A Doha development round without the leadership of this government, his Highness and Minister Kamal…… Free trade is a good idea. It just has never been tried and the Doha development round is about readjusting way…….I have bad news and good news. The bad news is the Doha development round is not going as fast as it should. The good news is, there is solidarity being shown by .nations of the south and they will not move unless there is change in the trading system. particularly agriculture….where the richest countries spend a billion dollars a day. especially with agriculture in Africa…(where they spend)…five times more than all least developed countries development their systems, put together. 
This is worth fighting for. Anyhow, your highness started moderating this session,. My  job is to insure our speakers keep to the five minutes and to allow as much time for questions as possible. 
As a former prime minister in New Zealand, actually the shortest serving prime minister of New Zealand in a hundred years, I know it is very easy to write a speech that takes an hour. It is very difficult to say a five minutes speech. Our subject is “democracy and development, democracy in the widest sense of the word, economic democracy, social democracy, political liberty go hand in hand. Property rights, the…rule …. of law independent….courts and honest accountable civil service and active civil society were all developed well before the franchise was widened. In fact women did not get the vote…until 1920s. In New Zealand, we were the first country to give women…a vote….. I need to report you that the top five people in my country are now women. Voting. of course is indispensable act for. freedom. It decides how to be governed…constitutions, determine  how governments operate within those limits. And we have learned that society can not flourish if half is cut off because of their  gender or many are cut off because of their color or their religion. I think we had learned what works and what does not. For example not far from here is a country with the boycotting ,you had to guide for thirty agencies in seventy six. The poor had ethics but they are not inside the legal system. They can not borrow. They can not…go to the bank…… to get the line to stop the business. Or get their sons and daughters .to go to university. We know what leaders support ,we know we have to buy a ticket which remind me of a story “buying a ticket”. There was this plug you bother God all the time. He prayed ten times a day “God” he said “let me win the lottery” ten times a day for twenty years “God, let me win the lottery”. And eventually even a good patient with  the flash of light he came down to work he said to the  religious man. He said “help me out here” buy a ticket. There is a ticket. It is universal and I know that issues of social stability and political stability and social security are paramount. this need not be a contradiction. So I express my personal affection and respect to the government and the people of Qatar and then I ask the panelists .to do what I have not done, stick to the time limit and I think perhaps we can speak from our chairs which will save ten seconds each time. Then in the end we have some questions and some comments and then we are guests of  his highness to dinner.

The First speaker according to my notes. is the minister of foreign affairs of Oman,. is he here? No he is not. That saves five minutes. 
Our next speaker is Congressman Dana Rohrabacher, Dem. Montana. 

********************************************* 

Congress Man

Peace be upon you and thank you very much for letting me be part of this event and I have been part of this event now, your majesty, for the last five years. I remember when the royal family and others….put their ideas together and started the first one of these forums and let me say we have created a very prestigious event here and this is becoming an event that will help more… the future if we let it… help it  more for the future ,for what we have to do right now is to make sure that never one of us who believes in treating people differently and treating people with the idea that people have rights granted by god. But we have to make sure that we include many people in the circle of this discussion of freedom of enterprise…. Of political freedom that we can possibly expand the circle. 

Americans are proud that in this time of dynamic change that we are standing with reformers around the world. We are standing with those people who feel that the average person should live in dignity and that men and women have rights. And that those who believe in liberty and justice are people who we are standing with and we are proud tonight and I am proud tonight the same as Americans that we are proud to stand with the royal family of Qatar and the people of Qatar in this noble endeavor to better the world. 
So far so long, democratic values were looked at as if they were the possession of just a few namely Christians and Europeans and Caucasians. We, Americans believe and we have always believed, look at the founding documents, that rights are granted by god to every person. And yes, I believe that I have learned from my Muslim friends that all of us are worshipping the same god and we Christians and  Muslims are praying to the same God. 
We believe that Americans, we Americans have always believed, we have a special…old play…we ….. are always special because we do not have just one religion in the united states. We do not have just one race in the United States. We do not have just one ethnic group. We are actually composed of people from every corner of the planet with every religion and there are now  many more Muslims that are taking a role in the United States and helping us guide our decisions as to what our policies will be. 

So today and who is the people of the United States just as we have in the last century tried to be (open)……, tried to be partners with all of you and all of you regionally and globally want to make this a better world. 
In the last century Nazism and Japanese militarism were defeated by Americans, in coalition with many others, yes, but without those Americans like my father who left the small farm in North Dakota…..  they went to fight the Japanese, that war would have not turned out the way it was …….and the threat  to freedom throughout  the world, might not  have been defeated. And then communism, atheist communism appeared on the scene. yes Americans fought their way there too. Well, today we face similar challenges that we never thought we will face.
Radical Islam has declared war on the United States of America. Three thousand people were slaughtered in New York City. Part of the president’s strategy of winning this war is to stand with the good people of Muslim countries throughout the world who  want to create a more democratic society in which they live and try to promote democratic values among especially the young people and create a market for all people to interact together to build prosperity.   
These are ideas that the royal family here in Qatar are pushing for and I am proud to say that in the armed  conflict that we are in now which is in Iraq we are trying to create an alternative to radical Islam in the Muslim world. United States has taken many casualties……the people I know there is many controversy about that here .And I believe in the end you will see that united states, we made mistakes, every one makes mistakes, is trying our best to work for the good and peace  of people around the world and the good and peace of the people in Iraq to create freer society there. 
Your highness and all of you, as an American I am proud to stand with you to try to make this a better world and that this conference and your family are all about. Thank you.
*********************************************

Chairman: Thank you Congressman. I thought the director general of the WTO was the hardest job in the world. I was absolutely wrong. Probably the most difficult job in the world is the secretary general of the Arab league.
***********************************************  
Amr Musa 

Thank you, Mr. Mike Moore. 

I begin this speech welcoming his highness, the Emir of Qatar and the government and the people of Qatar in this important occasion that host thought and dialogue. 
In fact Doha is now playing an important role regarding this framework which deserves greetings. Thus I greet it with all love, respect and admiration. 
I was prepared to talk about democracy and development, I have a paper which is very important in this regards,  but I decided not to read it, and only comment on what I heard in the last minutes especially the subjects of democracy and radicalism and the attempts we heard to find an alternative for a certain religious situation. 
In fact we talk about democracy apart from peace and stability and also apart from the development course in many countries i.e. the developing countries. We must talk about the wisdom of peace, development and democracy. 
It is true what the previous speaker said that we are living in a changing world that faces many challenges. The most important of these challenges are extremism, fundamentalism and radicalism. I want to suggest that radicalism is not confined  only to radical Islamic societies. It is a disease that spreads over nearly all societies. As much as we have radicalism and fundamentalism, and we admit we have radicalism and fundamentalism, all societies whether eastern or western, to the east of the Atlantic or to the west of it, have excessive conservative radicalism to the extent of war, invasion and introduction of what is so-called civilizations clash. I think, your highness, I do not deny,  that civilization clash exists and is very dangerous. This clash happens between extremists from all civilizations. 
This clash came into being  because there is a civilization which is looking for an enemy. I do not think that civilization clash is over but we it reached its highest point. Dealing with civilization clash, in my opinion and the opinions of many others, began from this wrong starting point. If we continue doing so we will not reach the end that creates stability and encourages cooperation and dialogue between societies. 
We must search for an alternative way to live in this region as this is the duty of the people of the region to search for a way to rebuild the region. This is our duty and responsibility.

Reform in the Arab world becomes an indispensable necessity that has no alternative. The Arab world can not go on the way it is going now and we must not accept the situation we are in. There must be a reform, progress and advancement. This advancement must gather all people of thought with no difference, with all my due respect, to the Emir, the minister or the citizen as they are all think the same because they want to move from a stage to another one.
Islamic civilization enables them to do so. No one said or admitted  that Islam calls for passiveness or it calls on others to guide Muslims how to progress. This is our responsibility. I do not want to deal with the matter of Iraq now but as the previous speaker tackled this subject, I have a point of view that is based on two-three main factors. The first factor is: we, the Arab world  and the Muslim world are not at  war with the United States and should not be. We must work hard to establish the best Arab-American relations. Our differences in  the Arab world regarding Iraq should not aim at antagonizing the United States or cornering it. We should help the United States so it can help the Iraqis. We should also help the Iraqis to overcome the critical dilemma the Iraq is in. This dilemma is very dangerous and affects all.
Democratic movement is very important. The process of peace and advancing towards democracy in Iraq is an issue that we all should take care of. For example, the issue of election which is very accepted and can motivate Iraq. 
My question is democracy, as introduced  in Iraq and development as designed for Iraq, form an example and a model for the people of this region. Does it produce a new model or example that is different from the view point of civilization? I fear and I think most people here fear also the movement that led to fallback which in turn led to regression that resulted in motivating the sectarian, ethical and religious frictions in Iraq. 

Is this reasonable? Is this the democratic course that a new Iraq should be established on? Or this course might destroy Iraq and what around Iraq. At the same time we must be very careful. 

We support democracy and the Arab American relations that always proceed towards the best. We could not believe what we hear and read that all things are advancing towards the best. We are afraid and confused. We are also angry, as the Emir said, because of what is happening in Palestine and because of this double standard policy which prefers one party over the other even against the law. 
Before I end up my speech, as I think my friend, Michael Moore, will blame me now, I want to remind you that I prepared an important paper on democracy and development but I saw that all people talked about Palestine, Iraq, the alternative, religion and radicalism. So I thought I must talk in the same subjects. 
Thank you.

***************************************************

************************************* Unclear*******
Lord Russell Johnston, UK.

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to talk just a little about the principles of democracy. I was very lucky at the turn of the century for three years to preside over the largest international democratic assembly in the world, the parliamentary assembly of the council of Europe representing forty six countries, eight hundred million people. Very diverse. so what is democracy .first of all it is a means of providing people with periodic choice at one constant. Mind you, you got to remember that  democracy does not guarantee outcomes. Democracy can facilitate mistakes. When Hitler came to power, he came to power with 37…….% vote in a free election. You must not assume that because you are democracy that you to have everything done properly. Democracy also does not assure economic vitality. Certainly not. in a short term, a long term is different but it is well known that the  countries in transition from the old Soviet system to now expected somehow that once there is democracy they immediately will be wealthy and it did not work but it quite often works the opposite way. But it does provide a frame and an opportunity for enterprise and originality to thrive in a way which is untrue of the present systems. 
Most people, you know of course that the great enemy of democracy is the totalitarian systems not true. Admittedly totalitarian systems create ideal condition for economic production …as we have seen in various places but they also arouse tremendous opposition.
The most dangerous person for democrats is the benevolent despot, the undercuts, the keenness, the commitment, the urge to do things yourself which is what democracy essentially is about. 
I do not know who is he in your view…your royal highness. We have not experience enough of the third group of which you represent. Those who are moving consciously, determinedly, perhaps not all that rapidly. but is not possible to move all that rapidly towards democracy. 

So, you have got also systems of presidential system, I like parliamentary systems. I do not like presidential systems. Technically they give too much power, more than they need .
Excuse me I am so sorry, the interpreters will be in flummox now. So I prefer parliamentary systems as they act as a kind of filter between the public at large and decision making, where the rule of  law is basic. You need an independent judiciary not appropriate decisions. You need fair rules, you need to quell corruption…, you need to assure internal investors that their investments are safe and will be treated in a proper way. Rule of law and human rights, of course are linked to fairness, I am not talking about the right either, I just want to say one thing that we must remember in all the question about terrorism and I agree with my colleague in my right there are extremists in all societies but terrorists are not born, they need grievance upon which to feed and one of the fundamental challenges that the democratic world is to remove the… grievance …that any terrorist might give for his or her actions.
Al-Jazeerah is doing wonderful work really. I met Mr. Ricker .in Paris the other day and we discussed media and terrorism. A difficult thing you know. You can argue that the terrorist needs the television in order to show what he is doing and how powerful he is and how he is skilled and so and so. 
Also in a free market, it is very difficult to shut down…one…and not shut down the other. 
In the end, I come down in favor of openness, transparency public knowledge. I think it is best. And lastly in building democracy you need to have civil society, you need to allow free associations of people, whether they are lawyers, or trade  unionists or whatever. Equality of women is integral to that. I seldom talk about equality for women. But I just say persons are equal. They may be different. They may be dramatically different but in rights they are equal.

So I conclude, I hope within my time, I think, your royal highness, that democratic politics is a high calling. We seek ways to resolve  people’s demands and simultaneously to achieve their participation to encourage, their tolerance…to involve their energy. As your foreign minister said to achieve progress, that is what we are trying to do here. And as you yourself, your royal highness, put it so equivocally in your own contribution, the countdown has begun. Thank you

*************************************************

I was not sure that the British House of Lords will have so superb a member who gives the British guide to democracy, this is  a concept of loyal opposition that can be opposed to your government but  loyal to your country We have now a Russian member of parliament Sergey Glaziev, we look forward to you contribution:
*****************************************

Your highness, your Excellences, ladies and gentlemen.

It is a great pleasure for me and an honor to speak at this conference on the subject which I think is a very important one. The democracy as the basis for development. Why democracy becomes the basis for development in the modern age?  This is because the modern economic values have become the human criterion, the knowledge, the fact of technological progress… contributes about eighty percent of the economic growth in the major developed countries. And if you press people too much, if you do not respect the human rights, if you violate them, it means that you undermine the major sources  of the economic growth. 

The freedom of people to create themselves, to show their criterion. Russia has a long history and just this year they celebrate a century .of the first Russian parliament in 1905. This parliament was established by the decree of the Caesar.

The first attempts to build a democratic society started a millennium ago at the local level…and I can tell you frankly that a century, and even millennium is not enough to develop proper democratic institutions. It is very easy to establish formal democratic institutions just to show elections but it is very difficult to push democratic institutions to work whether you mean…to work for democracy. 
It means that democracy is the power of people and power for people. It means that .there is responsible government. The government will work hard for the development of the people. 
Our country has experience of different political systems. For centuries it had a monarchy then it has the communist totalitarian system. In both these political systems Russia becomes a super power and played one of the leading roles in the world. 
But it defeated Fascism in 1945 and celebrate success .in Moscow of this event. So Russia, the totalitarian saved the human kind from fascism aggression. But now, the totalitarian collapsed. why it collapsed? Now, because now as I mentioned the major source of the economic growth became people’s criterion, people’s knowledge and under the totalitarian system people did not have enough freedom for entrepreneur ..activity and this undermined the Soviet Union’s .economy. 

I wish Arab countries to be more faster and more successful in establishing the democratic institutions. To do this, it is important to work hard to establish the rule of law. There is a responsible economic growth policy. Not only a good policy for the royal elite. But the good policy for every body which will contribute to the growth of the living standard of the whole population. To do this you need educated people and democracy, education and economic development create a strong people between each other. 

People should understand the necessity of democracy. They should struggle for their rights. They should push the government for the proper economic growth policy. To do this they must understand the regulatory of the modern economic growth and again they should benefit from democracy. It is lack of sense if democracy did not give growth to living standard and you see from history that if people poor and the living standard has no work. They has no to eat, they are easy to sacrifice democratic values for social stability, for what they think as the social justice. 

The best way to develop democracy is to conduct good economic policy. I am sorry to say this Mr. Moore, who was chairman of  WTO for a long time, that free trade sometimes is not the best way for economic growth policy.

The government should work hard in order to stimulate investments, in order to create educational system, in order to move economy to some comparative advantages, comparative advantages in the economic growth sectors. What are those growth sector, this now mainly high tech. sectors,high value added sectors, sometimes like in Qatar all best economies but to achieve reasonable economic growth, you need to switch to the knowledge of best economy. To develop these comparative advantages, you must create incentives for investments in this area. 
It could not be done overnight. Democracy, of course, is the basis for development in the modern world and at the same time the basis for democracy is developed prosperous societies. 

I wish you success to develop the societies to achieve progress both in political and economical institutions. Thank you.

************************************** 

Thank you. We now have Mrs. Nadine Morano, member of parliament.. the deputy…National Secretary of UMP, France. 
*************************************** 

French 

********************************************** 

Now we have a man if he was not of royal blood, he would be a prince. He is a global prince. He is a prince of Jordan. ( Prince Al-Hassan bin Tallal)He is the prince of New Zealand and his life has been committed to…some…..wonderful organizations and I admire him deeply.

 Your Highness…. 
************************************* 

We are not suffering only from democratic deficit, from poverty deficit, from progress deficit but we are suffering from freedom deficit. In the context of the greater Middle East, I have the privilege of addressing the Loga advisory .committee last year on the basis of one word, partnership, for the greater middle east and I would like to say this in the presence of secretary general Amr Mossa because he rightly said “let’s develop our indigenous views on what middle east we wish to see” and I agree with him totally.. But I think that partnership is essential if we are going to avoid talking at each other. In the context of the themes that I believe we are trying to address here today. Firstly, do we think of democracy as a process, do we speak of democracy as an outcome, or do we speak of democracy as a conditionality. 
I believe that we speak of democracy as a process when we address the subject of “LPG”, liberalization, privatization and globalization. I am not talking about liquefying gas  Your highness and I believe that this process requires an indigenous understanding. I personally do not think that many people will understand the “L”, liberalization because that involves…….established liberals apart of the silenced majority. Not the silent majority but the silenced majority. You and I Mr. Amr, members of Arab thought forum will not regard ourselves as liberal although in platforms like this, we have to be extremely radicals to defend Arab rights. 

We are obliged to be because we are in the minority. I came here to join you because you are in the minority. 
Secondly, I would like to say that this majority is unfortunately intimidated and silenced by confrontation and polarization…between extreme fundamentalists, with all due respect to my neighbor in the American Congress in the United States on one side and in the Arab Muslim world on the other. 

There is a polarity of the extremists “استقطاب للمتطرفين” between on the one side, let me say very  sadly, the terrorists and on the other side those who are trying to enforce a successful war against terror. Now I have been in power. and exercised the responsibility which is included stringent measures against terror. 
So I am not a (weak.).person and I do not deny my part. But on the other hand, I do want to say that contrary to what you have heard: terrorism, fascism, totalitarianism are systems of government, bad government, but systems of governments. Terrorism to the best of my knowledge is not a social order. It should not be exercised either by state actors or non state actors. 
So human dignity is the content of what we are trying to promote and human dignity can not exist without freedom. So democratization is the process, I ask here in the context of the WTO: are we talking about economic participation or are we talking about cultural participation? I am here tomorrow to open a conference on “or to close, a week on what .our country host with  generosity described “a cultural week”. The ultimate for a title I said “cultural self determination”. When we speak of any multilateral .process of cooperation is always security, economy and culture as an obstacle..  Culture for me is identity and within that culture, the identity as an Arab and as a Muslim I believe that in the context of the greater Middle East that I describe in the United States which extends from Morocco to Bangladesh from Casablanca to Calcutta, we are talking about the most populace, the poorest and ..most dangerous region in the world. And it is in this context that the addressing of our standing issues security, politics, economy and last but not least the question of cultural identity is so important. 

But let me remind you of just one fact, that seventy percent of the refugees of this world probably created by wars between Muslim themselves in the main. But anyway the fact remains that seventy percent of the refugees of this world are Muslims. 
And I just like to say one more thing, not only man against man but man against nature. Tsunami and its effects.
The greatest percentage were .Muslims. it is about time we start doing something for ourselves and I was quite shocked to find a group of Americans, Christians, Jews and Muslims coming to me and saying “would you be interested in establishing an international ..agency to free some of that money that have been frozen after 11/9 when four hundred Muslims were killed to be able to spend it not on ARMS but on ALMS. 

I would like to remind you that 7.5 trillion dollars have been committed to weaponization of this world from 1992 to 2002. So are we fighting for democracy, for liberalization, for freedom or are we fighting for big business.
Thank you, Mike. 
************************************************ 

We are going quite well. We have  45 minutes to go, for questions. If anybody likes to ask questions and direct them to the individual, that will be good. It is my colleagues experience in politics that frequently people do not ask questions to find out an answer…..but to explain to the audience how much they know. So questions will be appreciated. 
***********************

Sir, I have two, three requests to make since I have heard our Congress man here whom we welcome along with. others from the United States. One is for the Qatari officials who have sponsored this forum to provide some sort of sponsorship or foundation to bring more Congressmen from the United States to our region in order to be in touch and to understand the sensitivity of our people.
The second request I would like to make is to Amr Mossa whom I sympathized with (and I do not like to be in  his position) at any time in the future. 
We have heard a lot about the Arabs and the necessity of reforms and say the political reforms are being something we have to do then carry them out. My message to the secretary general is that “Arab countries, I am talking about Arab regimes, they have been talking about reforms in the last ten, twelve years but without implementation. So, this opportunity about democracy. Democracy is about good governance, it is about transparency and now according to an Arab study, corruption is costing what is worth 20 million jobs in the Arab world, in the last (25 years it is this). I would like our American friend to think with us that  we. do not come from zenith and he comes from mars, we are in the same planet. And I believe we should work with them and  we should work with others. 
One opinion poll after another and the recent one in Jordan in fact. An opinion poll……..showed that the majority of Arabs loved the United States. They like the Americans but they have some grievances……and these late people……..dislike you or are critical of you in these years, and I hope you could pass this message to those of your countrymen whom you meet and the secretary general of the Arab League if he is given more money, I hope he could advertise this fact in the United States. Thank you very much
. 

************************************** 

Thank you, you……..hit the point of Arab  foundation that general secretary, I think spoke  to you about good  governance in the Arab world and the accusation was that  corruption is costing 20 million jobs.

********************************* 

Amr Mossa

Thank you, administrative corruption exists and costs million jobs, income, time and effort. I agree with what was mentioned that there are stays of execution reforms in some steps that are taken. These steps may not be sufficient but the most important thing is that we begin. I think we begin this in the Arab world and the Middle East. 
Firstly, there is an increasing public awareness of the majority of Arabs that we must reform our affairs and the most important step is democracy on one side and the development on the other side. Both democracy and development must go together. 

 We are still in the beginning and I would like to seize the opportunity and comment on what Prince Al-Hassan bin Tallal mentioned. I admit that I am liberal like you and I completely support  democracy and we do not have radicalism. Radicalism will not solve any problem in the Arab world as it is itself a problem that needs to be solved. 
This radicalism is part of a very dangerous global radicalism that its policy and deeds affect the status of the Arab world and Middle East, as Your highness know. 
The  situation we are in necessitates that we should be  frank. For example the issue of the great Middle East was not subject to dialogue with the Arab countries. We first heard about this issue from the newspaper, and many officials are sitting here with us. This issue concerns this region and not another one, it concerns these people. So this issue did not bring any good. 
I agree with what the man (questioner) said because we do not have a problem with the United States except its policy in the Middles East. There is no problem between us and the U.S. as Arab citizens in the Arab countries. On the contrary, I lived in the United States for ten years and I greatly admire the American people. The main disagreement is the policy in the Middles East especially vis -a-vis Israel. We agree on the issue of democracy. 
As you said your highness we do not feel shame to talk about democracy or listen to others who talk about democracy in our region . It is not a must to reject the talk of others on democracy. The important thing is: is there an intervention or imposition? Is good governance there applies to good governance or bad governance here? We talked about democracy and agreed on it, what about peace and development? There must be firmness. 
We, as Arab countries and Arab citizens, face big challenges but we must respect ourselves. It is a must to respect the others and the others respect us. This respect requires dialogue not only a talk that we will change you. Why, because we want to change and develop. 
This change and development began and officially, there is a main document that is published and followed-up now. We have some reports concerning this document and I think that the Arab world today is not like the Arab world five or six years ago.
************************************ 
Thank you, we begin with the man in the center, yes. Second row, first, and we have not got a woman asking a question about economy ……

*********************************** 

Thank you , Mr. Chairman, Muhammad Al-Saqr, chairman  of the foreign affairs committee in the Kuwaiti National Assembly. 

My question is directed to the secretary general of the Arab League. While he was talking, he dealt with the situation in Iraq and he feared from sectarian elections in Iraq. 

The fact is he did not produce any alternative as Iraq is a sectarian country where 60% of people are Shiites and 40% are Sunni. 50% of the Sunni are Arab and 50% of them are Kurds. This reminds of the period after the war in Afghanistan and the warriors there. Many Islamists condemned terrorism and warriors and what some extremists did in 11/9. They say BUT till they were nicknamed the Group of bin BUT. The secretary general said that he wanted good relations with the Americans and wants to open to Americans though he criticized the elections in Iraq. 

We all know that Iraq witnessed free elections on basis of one electoral constituency. Same elections take place  in Israel which  is considered one electoral constituency . Turkey is also the same. The fabric  of Iraq is a sectarian structure. 
Would the secretary general produce an alternative for this election? I think the elections in Iraq are considered an important and qualitative move that could affect the region affirmatively or passively. Thank you sir.

******************************************** 

Amr Mossa

First to agree on something, I would like to say that I am not against elections and I did not say so. I am talking about results that elections lead to. As a rule, there is no country that all people living in it are of the same religion, the same sect, the same nature or the same race. This applies to Iraq and other countries whether they are Arab, African, Asian, European or American countries. The situation in Iraq now may be on headlines but this does not avert that in some countries they Catholics and Protestants fight each other and had wars with each other. The situation in Iraq is not an exception. This is the first point. 

As for the second point, I proposed officially in Sharm El-Sheikh in the name of the Arab League that we have the Iraq before us and all people in Iraq are Iraqis. In fact there is no difference between Kurds and Arabs, between Sunni and Shiites. We, Arabs, should not speak of this difference when we are in 21st century as this is not proper. I say that the Kurds are our Kurds and the Amazejes in North Africa( Arab Maghreb)are our Amazejes.  We are one.

Trying to push this issue to reach the result that this is a majority and this is a minority harms to a great extent not only Iraq but also the neighbors of Iraq, if not today it will be tomorrow or the day after tomorrow. I hope you take this into your consideration. 

The third point is that I proposed in November 2004, more than two months before the elections which were in January31st 2005, that there is a chance to gather all people in Iraq in a conference even with the coalition to sit together and agree together lest this separation occurs which affected negatively the situation now. 

Thank you.

********************************************* 

This is about the difference between democracy and (good governance)……this  gentleman here and then looking for a woman to ask a question. 
***************************************** 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. Sabah Mukhtar from Iraq. 

I have a plea to our American friends to please try and understand us. We would like you to help us but you are hindering our progress. We have a problem within the region, within the Arab and Muslim countries with the fundamentalists as they  have called. When you try to meddle .in matters that you do not understand and you mix between religion and politics as you are doing. 

You can talk about terrorism but when you begin to talk about Islamic terrorism, you make our task more difficult because you are talking about an issue which gives us very uncomfortable feelings. You do not talk about Christian terrorism, I live in Britain, we have the Irish problem, nobody talks about catholic…….terrorism. They are talking about terrorism. You try and issue legislations in the US to deal with issues which are hindering our progress. You issue legislations about liberty in Iraq. You issue legislations about naming the political parties which are important political parties in the country like Hezbollah, for instance, in Lebanon and call them a terrorist organization. You do not like them but we feel very uncomfortable and we begin to have difficulty in addressing the issues within our communities because every time one tries to talk about the fundamentalist movement, we are told this is an American agenda. 

Listen to what Ramsfield says, listen to what Bush says, listen to what the Congressman says. Can I ask you please to begin to think a little before you issue a legislation? For instance, which is being addressed now that you are going to list the Ba’ath party as a terrorist organization? The Ba’ath party is ruling a country which is Syria. It has political movement throughout the Arab countries. Is this going to be the new step that we begin to attack, the Arab idea after we have begun to attack Islamic ideas. Can you please.. 
**************************************

Thank you, Congressman 

************************************* 

First and formost,,. I certainly agree with my colleague Mr. Jassim. I was  talking about Islamic radicalism. I did not say Islamic terrorism, I said Islamic radicalism which is not the only radicalism which the world faces. Obviously there is Hindu radicalism in India that manifests itself in the fact that we have not been able to find a solution to Kashmir problem and that is certainly radicalism. Certainly I am an American, I am aware of that and spoke  about that several times. Americans are very aware of the Christian radicalism, of the Serbs who few years ago were massacring Bosnian Muslims. That was radicalism. But right now, please be a little sensitive to the fact that Islamic radicalism has declared war in the United States not the other way around. Over and over again Bin Laden and his group and people like them …and their allies…they said they want to commit acts of violence against the United States and its friends. You did not see the death of …….three thousand people in front of your eyes but we did and I was right there and I disagree that you believe that we only cause of Bin Laden and Islamic radicalism’s hatred of the United States is because of Israel and our  support to Israel. 
I believe it’s a factor and I agree with you that certainly, be honest to say ,the United States has double standard for Israel, you know….. but I tell you right now I do not believe that Bin Laden gives a damn about Palestinians and I do not think that his supporters .either. They hate the west and I think that what counts down to. So again in my statement , I wanted to stress……that we are in a new age with the United States as we always have, will try to understand with decent and good people who want to make sure that ordinary people are not treated like cattle and I saw hundreds who have their rights taken away. There are good people who are Christians and there are good people who are Muslims and good Jews and good Hindus, we have to ask  the good people of the world to stand together and if we can not stand against radical Islam is one of those, I am sorry if you heard something sensitive, but I honestly believe that we must stand against all those people and right now and that is the one that seems threatening .at the moment, in Iraq I believe that part of our strategy is to try to say to the people of the Muslim world, we are going to work with the young people in particular .in Iraq to try to build a better society.
Just  in three years when our troops have moved, ….you do not want to  have a base in Iraq. All our troops will be gone and just to see whether those young people in Iraq were building a better society in friendship with the people of Qatar and the other peace loving peoples in this region. 
Just   then whether they had bad motive or not, in work time there are always mistakes and they know people lose their lives in collateral damage. We are not trying to kill anybody there. some soldiers ..might be killed in a bomb in the car and shoots a family. We are not trying to hurt anybody right there. We identify with that family. I think in all these things that we, as good people, should be able to get .into  each other’s hearts and recognize that there are some evil people or evil Christians or evil Hindus and evil Jews and evil Muslims. We know that the vast majority of all these people have a good heart. Thank you

************************************ 

The lady at the back. That is it. You are next. 
*************************************** 

Sanaa Said, a journalist from the Arab Republic of Egypt. The United States of America and I hope that an American official answers me frankly and does not practice equivocation or camouflage. Those who talk about democracy, human rights and lift the freedom flags must speak frankly. 
America has deviated from the framework of world legality when it launched its attacks against the Islamic world whether in its war in Afghanistan or Iraq. There was nothing to assure that Bin Laden and his group carried out that operation
 especially when some stories go that the Mussad and the CIA are involved in that operation, it was not a haphazard operation. America propagates what it wants to say but the fact is to the contrary. We should set all issues aside and talk. The policy of America aims to  overthrow the state, the sovereignty of the state along with the law. America executed the torture in Guantanmo. It is trying to issue decisions or documents concerning human rights and terrorism. I want the American gentleman to reply to that question only. Thank you.

************************************ 

I now ask Congress man to comment on this. Congress man:

*************************************** 

I think that we have a different view of what reality is in this world and I do not think you are living in the same reality that most of everybody else is especially here. Thank you.

************************************** 

I have just been told by Muhammad that I can have one more question. I think we are getting little longer. So you in the front …… since the beginning and then we are going to ask the lady in the green this  disappoints Muhammad. 
********************************** 

I am very happy to participate in the symposium and I have two questions; firstly I, as a member of a ruling family in the region and we might be nicknamed the new generation. I know well some of the inherited culture that is prevailing in the Arab Nation and may be other nations also. This part of the culture is called the conspiracy theory. 
Today we talk about democracy, development, freedom, justice and equality. We believe in these issues as citizens in this region and we are keen to implement them. Kuwait, with its experience, and Qatar, with its initiative, are a living proof of our keenness to achieve justice, freedom, equality, democracy, development and special relations with all peoples of the world under the international law and legislations. 
This means that I am astonished with the presentation that is being raised in this period about democracy and development as if it is compulsory on the part of the region or the Middle East. 
As we are convinced of this issue and we took the lead, we do not need people to think for us or take any decisions for us. We need the cooperation of our friends and brothers. I hope this will be the pivot for those who want to reply. 
The second point is that we have special relations with the United States and we feel the friendship and loyalty as Kuwaiti. I think that we are the first Arab country that the Arab community was at loss concerning it after the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. We knew well many phony slogans. So we began to think and dialogue and see what the real world is. We found our goal. Our real feelings before we undergo this experience and know our friendship with the Americans, were based on the Palestinian problem. So we core of our  relation and the inheritance from our relation with the United States,  is the Palestinian problem. 

How could America, especially after the Emir said that Palestine chose democracy and peace and began to practice them, build its credibility to the Arabs through supporting this issue as I think it is the essential pivot. It is more powerful than violence, power, money or authority. We agree with you in some of these pivots. Thank you.

******************************************** 

Thank you. Congressman. Your reply should be very quick, i.e.  I certainly agree with everything you have said.
******************************************* 

I think what will happen in the next twelve months, we hope, will satisfy people that the United States is trying its best to find the formula that will bring peace between the Palestinians and Israelis, a peace that will make sure that the Palestinians are treated with respect and dignity and a peace that will make sure that the Israelis can feel that they can live in peace as well. That is achievable. We are going to do our very best and I think the United States is doing its very best right now. We are able to achieve that with the help of people of this region which I hope we will, and it will be a wonderful achievement for all of us. 
We should make that one of our top priorities is to bring that peace which now is possible. And that is a lesson we have from the past. Wrongs were committed in the past. But in the near future perhaps we can solve this and leave it behind us and treat those people in a better way. Thank you.

******************************************** 

…This is my opinion regarding what you…said.. I quite agree with you in that it is completely impossible to establish democracy by force from above or from abroad. 
Democracy is a very different system from any kind of totalitarian or authoritarianism regime. Democracy is working only from people and for people and it should be coordinated with cultural values. If we do not understand this .form of institutions, they could not work. So the only way to develop democratic institutions is to do  this by yourself, by your own cultural views. according to your own cultural values.  I think we should erode formalism in democratization. It could be different democratic systems but the only important is that it should be there proper government, the good government, the responsible government. If the government was working for people, it means that democracy works.  

Prince al-Hassan: ***************************************** 

I want to emphasize again on the deficit we suffer from as it is a freedom deficit not democracy deficit. This is to be continued. I want to make sure that going to ballot boxes when man does not feel freedom is not the real practice of democracy. 
I know that A. Lincoln said “the better the ballot than the bullet.” On the other hand I want to say that this freedom deficit has to be resolved by an aggressively moderate and once again I think that Amr Mossa misunderstood me, with all due respect. Radical defense of everything that we believe in. There is a caricature image of a radical which is a man with a beard and a Kalashnikov. I said and I say again that you and I and un-have…majority have to be radically aware of the responsibilities that we have to engage in. ……and this why in such a forum I think you and I feel that we are a minority. This has to change. 
**********************************************

Thank you. This is a good expression of democracy. An hour ago people were waving at me friendly seeking a question. Now they are shaking their fists. Prime minister in the back……as long as one minute, and this gentleman here, he is too big to argue with as long as it is one minute. That is it, there are about fifteen hands up. I should leave by that exit…….you should leave by that exit . 
******************************************* 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to comment on what you have said concerning democracy being a conditionality, a process or a model. This is a highly important issue. We are in the process of struggling for democracy but we are asked to adopt a ready made model of democracy. We are embarrassed by that for two reasons. The first one is that you do not believe that there could be only one single unilateral system of democracy even though you recognize the great merits of pluralistic democracy.

We believe that  pluralism is a condition for democracy, but you do not also believe that going to elections every few years ………(jammed words). People of this region should exercise their rights. 
Allow me Mr.  Sir, please. I think that Iraq has struggled for decades to achieve national integration. It has succeeded to a very large extent despite the system it has, which has been removed, yet today there is disintegration. of Iraq, and they do not believe in that system of. democracy. You see even H.E..Amr Mossa said it   a threat to our national identities and our national integration in the region.

Finally, Mr. chairman, I think that democracy has to go to economic development and economic development can not be enforced either. In the case of economic development we are told that the human .development report  that has appeared .is the way to have progress. But economic development , people …even by the Arabs scholars in 2002 and …..in 2003, there was no mention of human development. There was no mention of development model for the traditional period that you are living in.
We think that it is the responsibility of our people to struggle for deepening democracy and to struggle for achieving economic development.  

************************************** 

I am going to receive .a question briefly, the lady in green and one of the …panelists to sum up. that is it.
****************************** 

Sara Alam El-deen, a journalist. I have a comment and a question for his Excellency Amr Mossa. Since we are talking about democracy and we all know at the heart of democracy is the mother and the woman and education, I wonder sir, when we are going to have a radical war on illiteracy. Thank you. 

*********************************** 

Good question, final question…………….
Amr Mossa************************************* 

I just want to suggest that we do something for the use of the word “radical” in every second sentence. yes illiteracy is one of our main drawback. Not only illiteracy but deficiency concerning knowledge in the Arab world. It is a major challenge and not only to each and every separate society but to the League of Arab States.. or to the collective world. So we take your question, the issue you bring on two levels: illiteracy on one hand and deficiency in knowledge on the other hand. This is a major challenge. It needs a conference like this one. …. It can not be the last question and the last answer in one minute but I really allude that question accepted and perhaps we will have the chance to talk about. Thank you.

**************************************** 

The last  contribution and apologize for the many people who are shaking their fists against me around the hall. The conversation, questions can carry on at the dinner. Thank you very much .    
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
� The questioner meant the 11/9 massacre in the United States. 
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